60 Early Closing.

mously adopted at the conference of
Premiers held quite recently in Mel-
bourne.

Mr. Taylor: You will hardly get

through before Christmas

The PREMIER: I am not paticvlar
ii we do not rise before Cliristiuas. As
long as we do not sit too late at night,
possibly we may be able to extend o
sittings over another month. ifowever,
1 am satisfied these proposalz will ¢on-
mend Lhemselves to members as being
reasonable, and I am sdrz the Leader of
the Opposition, in view of the atlitude
he has taken up in the past in regard to
tl:e neeessity for seeuring 1he finaneial
independence of the Stare, will see hisg
way elear to give them kis sapport. 1ln
conelusion T ean only say ihat, 30 far as
the Government are concerned, we pro-
pyose to faithfully endeavenr to earry
ol the poliey that has already been
ouilined, one that we believe iz to the
advaniage of the State generally. and
which we hope will have the effect of
making this State, which I feel sure we
trust it will always be, one of the fore-
most States of the great Commonwealih
of Australia.

Ou motion by 1o
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the (‘hair at 4.30
p.an,, and read pravers.

QUESTION—EARLY CLOSING,
WEEKLY HOLTIDAY,
Mr. BOLTON asked {he Premier :
1. Will he make a statement o the House
explaining the attitude of the Government
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on the question of the alieration of the
weekly half-holiday under the Early
Closing Act 2 2, Will the Governmenrt
withdraw the Proelamation or defer the
date of the alteration until Pavliament
has discussed (be question !

The PREMIER veplied: 1 lhave
already wiven notice of iy intention {o
move on Tuesday, 171h inst., for leave
to introduee a “Bill (o further amend
the Early Closing Act. 1902, the dis-
cussion upon whieh will afford an oppor-
tunity of placing the views of the Gov-
ernment before the House.

QUESTION—LOANS SINKIXNG
FUND ACCOUNT.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Treasurer -
1, What i= the tatal now io credit of the
Loans Sinking Fond Account T 2, What
proportion is in eash and what proportion
i= invested? 3, How is the Fund eon-
trolled. 4, Ts the cash balanee ot (he
Fund held in the State or in London?

The TREASTURER replied : 1, £1,993.-
196 Gs. 4d. 2. In eash, £3,815 9s. 4d.;
invested, £1,989,380 17s. 3, By trustees
appointed by the financial agents of the
State with the coneurrence of the Gov-
ernor-in-Couneil. 4, In London.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, MOUNT
MAGNET-BLACK TRANGE.

Mr. HARDWICK (for Mr. Carsen}
asked the Premier, When do the Govern-
ment inteud calling tenders for !Le con-
sfruction  of  the M. Magnet-Black
Range Railway ?

The PREMIER rveplied: Approval for
the calling of tenders has already been
given. and a noetifiealion will appear in
the next issue of the Gorernment Gazette,

QUESTION—MURCHISOXN FIRE-

WOOD COMPAXY EXEMPTION.

Mr, HOLMAXN (tor Mr. Heitmann)
asked the TPremier: 1. Has the Murchison
Firewoad Company heen granted three
month=" exemption from pavment ol rent
on rails =npplied by Govermuent? 2, If
go. upon what gronnds !
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The PREMIER replied: No; but I un-
derstand an applieation has been re-
cetved.

QUESTION —BUSSELTON JETTY
EXTENSION.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Works : 1, Have the departmental
engineers made any report in connection
with the extension and improvement to
the Busselton Jetty 2 2, Tf so, what is
the departmental estimate of the sost
of the proposed work ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Scheme No. 1.—To ex-
tend the present jetty a length of 500ft.
by a width of 37fi., and to dredge swing-
ing basin on each side thereof and ap-
proach channel to 2 depth of 24ft. Es-
timated ecost, £52,750. Scheme No. 2.—
To extend the present jetty 1,305ft. by a
width of 14ft., with an additional length
of 500ft. by 37ft. in width. Dredge out
swinging basin te a depth of 24ft Es-
timated cost, £25,200. Scheme No. 3.—
Similar to Scheme No. 1, but dredged
only to a depth of 23ft. Estimated cost,
£42200. Scheme No. 4,—Similar to
Scheme No. 2, bit dredged to a depth of
23ft. only. Estimated eost, £20,400.

MOTION—TIMBER RESERVES,
JARRAHWOOD DISTRICT.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) moved—

That the report dealing with the re-
servation of iimber areas for State pur-
poses in the Jarrahwood district be
laid upon the Table of the House.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : The
motion did not appear to be quite clear.
What the member evidently desired
to aseeriain was the area reserved
for Government purposes. It would
be satisfactory if the Premier promised
te provide the information, ofherwise an
amendment would have to be moved.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
The hon. member had hetier leave the
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motion as i stoed, so that what informa-
tion there was would be laid on the Table.
The member asked for the information
vesterday in the form of a question. An
endeavowr would be wade to supply the
information.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate  resumed from the previous
day.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): In
speaking to the Address-in-Reply T de-
sire to make a few remarks in connec-
tion with the recent elections. The
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
claims that this side of the House had
a win at the elections. I must say that
on the surface I also thought we had a
win, but the Premier -has assured the
House hat his side had a brilliant vie-
tory. Certainly the Qpposition have in-
ereased in numbers by five, and taking
a purely snperficial view of Lthe ease one
would think they had been sueeessful ;
but now that the whole matter has heen
stirred up and the profound wisdom of
Bunhury has been brought to bear upon
the question, a different ecomplexion
seems to have been placed upon it. I

. wish to congratulate the Premier and

his followers on the vietory they scored
at the elections, and sincerely hope that
at the next elections they will score just
such another one. The Premier said he
rose to reply to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition rather in sorrow than in anger.
There was one thing in the Governor's
Speech which eansed me very great sor-
row, and that was the lack of men-
tion as to raising the salaries of mem-
bhers. I noticed that omission with
sincere regret. During the discussion
mention was made as to certain remarks
published in the Press, and I should like
to read a paragraph taken from that
classical Government supporter, the Sun-
day Sun. The paper says:— ’
£ Which is the eclass that is ex-
pleiting the people we wonder—ihe
raw seallvwags of the Bath type, who
live on the game of polities and wha
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might fud it diffienlt to get a living
any other way. . . 7
-1 should say that a man who lives an
£200 a year has nothing 1o be verv proad
of.  The paragraph continues:—

““the heroes of F onkns 7 selectiun
hallots, the ward hosses and wire puol-
lers of the Labomr movement. or the
men who have chosen to sacrifice their
husinesses and
tieg?”?

Then follows a long eulogy of the Altor-
nexv Greneral, and of the wonld-be nnem-
bers tor Boulder and Hanunans, holding
them up as examples of self-sacrifiee for
the henefit of the country. 1t iz very
apparent thai newspapers supporting the
Government ean use ahuse as well as the
Worker.  So far as I am  concerned
I do not eare whether ihe Press abuse
or praize me. but a party supported by
the ~Swunday Times and the Swnday Swui
certainly should not squeak when ihey
vet a little abuze themselves. There is
annther point T would mention and that
iz-in regard to reporters travellingy at
State expense on  Ministerial  trips.
Whatever the worker may de, there 1s
one thing ahout him and that is if he
wants to go anywhere he has to pay his
own passage, or if il zhould be, his repre-
sentative the worker pays it for him. I
remember travelling through the Pil-
bara  distrier with  the  Minister  for
Mines and on that journey there was o
reporter who was travelling at the ex-
pense of the State. e repurted the
whale of the proceedings of thar irip.
As o matter of faer on that trip I was
chatrman for the Minister for Mines ot
public meetings on four  oceasions, T
introduced about eight deputations io
him amd 1 was present ai four social
functions that were given to the Minis-
ter. All these matters were fully re-
ported. with the exception that my name
was never mentioned. What I want to
say in regard (o the Press, since the
Premier has introduced the matter, is
that I do not carve whether the Press re-
ports me or not, but when T have to pay
part of their passage money I think
their reports should bhe impartial, and 1
will now enter a sirong protest agninst
the Government earrving ronnd reporters
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woreport thenr side ot the case only.
Speaking on matters referving tu my
own distriet, the first one of lmportance
ix the Marble Bar Railway. The lon.
member for Roeboune informed us that
this railway is a (hing of the past. I
nust assure the hon. member that he is
wrong,  There has been no railway at
afl there, but I devoutly hope if witl be
2 thing of the very near future. I ean
ubly say that this railway is move justi-
Ked now than it has ever been. In re-
sard to the same hon. member’s re-
marks ahout the starting point of this °
railway, he stated that while- he was
fiving in the districl e opposed the vail-
way starting from Port Hedland. This
wonld lead the House to assume thac the
heu. member had lived there. That is
not a faer i he lived at Roebourne.
Wien he was in Roehourne there really
was ne Port Hedland., There ave one ov
twue other matters requiring attention
from (he Government and T hope they
will receive it. One 1s the question of
providing a water supply for Port Hed-
land. This quustion i3 n very serious
one. Towards the end of last year or
at the hewinning of this vear a very
sevious position of affairs arose, amd ik
was only averted by an opportune fall
of rain. The water iheve is very had,

and T am sure fhe Government at  an

ceavly date will bave (o take into eon-

sideration the question of providing a
suiinble water scheme for Part Hedlard,
Muother matter which will perhaps ia-
ierexi the Attorney General 15 thal with
reward 10 Ihe holding of Quavier Ses-
sians, and T think (Fis applies to several
other distriets besides my own, Un-
doubtedly the ahsence of Quarter Ses-
stans is a very serious drawback to that
part of the State. At present all cases
are tried at Roebourne and the expense
that people ave put to is very consider-
ahle, and sometimes enses are allowed to
fall throngh beeause the people are not
able to afford the expensze of attending the
Court at this distant place. T feel sure
it would be very mmeh cheaper for a
Judge to travel around these parts than
for the (fovernment to take their wit-
vesses over considerable distances.
There was a case recently tried at Roe-
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bourue in which there was a laree num-
ber of witnesses many of whom had to
come from Marbie Bar. The expense of
this case would have been considerably
redueed if the Cowrr had bheen held at
Port Hedland. | hope the Government
wlll give this matter their aftention,
The Hon. Mr. Moss speaking on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply stated it was the doty of
the Government to

endeavonr 1o pro-
meie vur atneral industries.  On ilin
guesiion 1 agree withh Mr. Mess. The

prreseni  unsatisfaetory  state  of  the
ecountry 1 owing in a slight extent to
the falling off in the mineral production,
and there is nu possible doubt that there
jo a magniicent fnturve for the Nerth-
West as far as its mineral wealth is eon-
certust. There is an enormous belt of
country there still nnprospecied, and 1
am sore 1t will be wise ou the part of
‘the Governmenl (o do something more
in the future than they have done in the
past in regard to apening up the mineral
resourees in thase parts,  Another ques-
izon that we have Leard to some extent
discussed in this House—and 1 regret
the Minister for Agvicultave is nol pig-
sent—is with regard to camels and to
camel tieck. We lave been told that (he
¢ Century ' camels were all thoroughly
clean and that there was now no danger
of the spread of tick in the Pilbara dis-
triet. I can assurve this House from iy
own knowledge (hat (he camel tek is
as prevalent there as it could be. 1 ean
assure the Government too that the
camel tick is on horses at the presens.
time, or it was when 1 was in Pilba
nei long ago.

My, Monger :
Larm.

Theyv do not du any

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : If
miember knew anything at all about it
b wonld knoew that the tiek ar east is
a disease on the camel aud ilie eontivu-
cns presence of the pest decreates the
eamel’s carrying capaeity and weakens
the heast. These eamels will of eourse
skift into other parts of the State and
they will be bonund io take the tick with
them.  The result will he that we will
have all the eamels in Western Ans-
fralia tick infesied. Ti has been asseried

the hon.

1
H
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vver aml over again Lhat the Indian tick
will not live in Australin, but the rick
thatr has been introduced into Pilbara
has lived there for the past 18 months.
and we have not now the Indian bui ihe
Ausiralian eamel tick.  You must bear
in mind the great power of insect nature
Lo eonform (o loeal enviroument, and it
i3 quiie possible, now that we are breed-
ing an Australian tick, that we shall not
wonder later when we lind that M a3
able 16 make its home anywhere. 1 con-
tend it ig the duty ot the {(rovern-
ment 1o endeavour to  starnp  oud
this  pest. 1t  has  been introduced
throngh the neglect of the Government

departments, and it is the duty of the

Government {o endeavour to slamp it oul.
There is a  davger that the twek will
spread (o horses as well, The ditficalty
at I*ort Hedland eould easily be over-
come, | think. by Lhe erection of a dip
ihere.  An  excellent place for the dip
could be found. All eamels have to pass
over a eansewav to get their loads to
Fort Hedland, and the dip I think could
be comstructed at the eauseway. and all
camelz going there could he foreed to
pass  through it. The owners of the
camels could be charwed a sufficient fee
for the use of this dip. I hold the Gov-
crnment should evect the dip ant eompel
all owners 1o deive thelr samels tivouzh
it.  The owners would fud 1t mueh
cheaper to elean their camels 1 that
wayv than by 1he method they are ai pre-

gent adopting  that  of farving aund
greasing them by hand.  There s an-

other matter the hon. wember for Roe-
bourne mentioned, that is I regard to
mative dogs. I would just” Tlike to say
onee more that this State has a wonder-
fFul mherifance in the pastoral lands of
the North-Wesl and ‘Kimberlev, and it
s the duty of the Government to endea-
vour to do as mueh as possible (a0 in-
erease the value of that land. There is
no  doubt that dogs are cerfainly
a very great drawback to the squatters.
and of eourse while they are there the
Giovermment ecannof ask so high a reni
far their land as they could if the pest
were exterminated. The proposition put
forward by the squatters of the North-

Nest i= that

the Government szhould



64 Address-in-Reply :

enable them Lo tax themselves and the
money so raised should be devoted to
the destruction of dingoes. The propo-
sitien is a fair one, but the hon. member
for Roebourne will find out when he has
l:een in the House as long as I have
that the Novth-West is a long way
friom the seat of government. It is
three years since the Premier sent a
sympathetic message to these people and
promised to bring the matter before the
Tlouse. We have not heard it mentioned
yet, and I do not think there is 1much
ch.ance of getting it before the House in
the immediate future. However, it is
pleasing to know that we have a repre-
sentative from those parts who is pre-
pared to help me on the question. Fhere
are one or two mafters in connection
with freezing works that T would like
to call attention to. T shonld like to re-
Fer to the geographical position of the
North and the North-West. It has been
;add over and over again that the freez-
ing works would be in the far North-
West, at Wyndham. Of course if one
luoks at the map it will be seen that the
freezing works wounld be in ihe Kimber-
levs and that they would be nearer Port
Darwin than Pert Hedland. As a mai-
ter of faet when we talk about freezing
works in the North-West we want to get
them about 700 or 800 miles further
sauth-west from Wyndham. This would
place them somewhere about the North-
‘West of the State. The Treasurer stated
that by the ereetion of these works we
would provide facilities for freezing the
cattle of the North-West. Tt would he
just as reasonable 1o erect freezing
works at Euela for the convenience of
people at Geraldton. as it would be to
ereet freezing works at Wyndham for
the treatment of- eattle at Onslow. I
am pleased indeed that the negotiations
for these freezing works have fallen
throngh. I am convinced that had the

meat ring accepted the terms of the
Giovernment it would have had the
cffect of breaking up that ring. The

faet that thev did not aecepi the Gorv-
crnment  lerms  shows  that there was
some danger as far as they were eon-
cerned in the proposals of the Govern-
ment. With regard to these freezing
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works 1 would say I believe they should
be not only at Wyndbam, but in three
or four other places on the North-West
coasl. They would then prove of greut
advantage to the “State and the people
in those distriets. At the same time T
believe those freezing werks should be
provided either by privale enterprise or
by the Government, and the proposal
that they should be half and half will
always have my strongest opposition,
Again, in regard to this matter, during
the discussion on this question of freez-
ing worlks, I notice there have been many
statements. made in  rvegard to the
amount of land available up there. The
Minister for Agrienlture in apeaking
said be knew that there were millions
of acres of frst-class land available in
the North-West for anybody who
wantaed it.  All 1 ean say is [ do not
know where 1t 15, and 1 have been there
oftener than the Mimster.

Mr. Monger: You have not heen in
Kimberley.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : There is no
dcubt that in the Ilimberleys there is
some splendid land, but along the rivers
wherever it is possible for a man to
start, the land is held by the big
sruatters.  The hon, member for York
{Mr. Monger) knows that ecountrv pretty
well, and he knows the country was
taken in blocks out from the river, the
land being used is along the rivers,
the land back from the rivers is being
held but not stocked. In #iving evidence
before the Meat Commission Me. Conner
was asked a question aboui  how the
small men stocked their runs. He said
be would not like to answer that ques-
tion, that he did not care to cause any
ill-Feeling—the insinuation being  that
ihe small men stole their catfle. Ti is
rather a serions statement io make,

Mr. Monger: It is only supposition.

Alr, UNDERWOOD: Yes. it is only
supposition; but it has to be borne in
mind that the big men in Kimberley did
not have these runs handed down ¢ -
them by their aneestors for four or five
cenerations hack., Thex were small men
themszelves nat 0 very long ago, and
perhaps they know how the small wai

steeks his ran. Now, we have just this
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position.  The Government mentioned
something about frosts in the Governor’s
Speech, but we have this position—in
the Kimberleys Connor irying to keep
the small man our, and in Sussex rhe
Treasurer tryiug to keep the small
worker out.  They might well speak
of a frost. It seems to me there 15 a
pretty cold fime ahead i Western Aus-

iralia for anybody in a small way
while the present Government are
in  officec. The hon. member for
Roebourne made rvather an  extra-
ordinary statement in regard (o the

Federal Parliament.  He said that the
Federal Parliament was interfering with
the legislation of ihe State Parliament.
I would certainly like the hon. member
in future, in speaking of the Federal Par-
Lament’s encroachment on  the State
Parliament’s functions, to give an in-
stanee of where they have encroached.

Mr. Osborn: 1 did not say it,

My. TNDERWOOD :
misnnderstond vou.

Mr. Osborn: You did.

My, UNDERWOGD : Well. for fear
vou do say it 1 will he just as well to
aive a specilic instance when making a
stalement of that kind. The ‘Lyeasurer
in a recenl speech bhad some rvemarks io
make about Federation. It seems to me
to be the usual thine, At the ouisel he
mentioned the financial relations belween
the Commonwealth and the State, and he
referred to the fact that notwithstanding
the £69.000 commandeered by the Fede-
ral Government the Siate’s finances had
balaneed. It seems o be usual for
Ministers to speak in a most disrespeci-
ful manner of the actions of the ede-
ral Parliament. They alwavs reler te
this pariicular transaction as eomman-
deering. Yet the High Court have de-
eided that the Federal Government h:d
a legal right to keep that money, and
further than that, we must bear in
mind that that money is being held far
0Old Age Pensions and Delence, and
these are both matiers which distinetly
have been handed over tov the Comp:on-
wealth under the Constitution Act. I
think hon. memhers should consult that
Constitution Aect before they begin to

I must have

12)
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talk about the Federal Parliament en-
croaching un State rights. Again, we
have heard many members who have lofr
this Chamber for the Federal Parlia.
ment, ineluding Sir John Forrest, pro-
fessing to be in favour of Qld Age Pen-
sions, but iheir advoeacy of Old Age
Pensions was, apparently, only to cateh
the unwary voter, for their actinn in re-
gard to the Surplus Revenue Bill lLas
proved that they have no intention of
giving the Uld Age Pensions support. 1
am tn favonr of it, and [ am glad the
Federal Government are prepared to
carry out the pledges they made on that
question. I o olsa strongly in favour
of an attempt being made to defend this
Continent, and [ think it comes with
very boad grace from the Premier, who
is a eaptain. ov major, or something nf
the sort in the Army, to continually com-
plain of an attempt on the part of Aus-
tralia to defend herself. However. the
Federal Parliament and the people of
Australia eare very litltle  for  (he re-
marks of the Premier, or the ery abont
interfering with the Stale Parliament;
hecanse fhey know the peuple of Aus-
tralin are on Lheir side. Again, it has
been said pretiy regularvly of late thar
the people have drifted towards Unifiea-
tion, In my opinion this State would he
far better governed by a Stale Parlia-
ment than it would be governed from
Melbourne or from Yass-Canberra. but
that is only econditionally on having
a reasonably good Constitution. When
it eomes to a queslion ns betweeu the
Federal Parliament and this Parliament
and the TUpper House and resiricted
franchize, then I am voting for Unifiea-
tion every time. If the Ctovernment de-
sire to prevent the spread of this ery of
Unification they had beiter endeavour to
alter the Legislative Council franchise.
Anpother qguestion, a perennial one, is in
regard to Asiatics. Many people blame
the Federal Parliament for doing things
they should not do, but for my part the
one complaint 1 have against them is
that they have left undone things thev
should have done. I say again, that
Broome with 1fs Asiaties is a menace to
Australia, and it is disgraceful to allow
that state of affairs to remain any
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longer. Broome is no use whatever
under its present conditions to this
State, except that it pays a lirtle

revenne on the whisky that is drunk up
there. All the supplies come from other
parts of the world ; they are broaght
there by black labour boats, and (he
prodnce goes away by black labour
boats. The shell is sent away to Len-
don, and all we have is the place where
the shell used Lo be. 1t would be Hetier
to close Broeme down than to continue
the preseni condition of Asiatic labonr.
It has been said that if we allowed no
more Asiatics in Broome the pearling in-
dustry would elose down. Well, the taking
away of the shell is denuding the beds of
the pearls, and if the beds were left alone
for a few years the shell would then be
found in  shallow waters where
white men could get at them. Again,
it 15 said that if the indnstry were closed
down the Asiaties would eome into our
waters and still fish though they would
not he in the State. Well, we have a
remedy for that, and that is to build an
Australian guoboat and run along the
coast. I am sure that in the future we
may want to use our gunboats, and that
would be good practice for lhem., An-
other matter the Federal Parliament has
not attended to is allowing black-labour
boats to run on this coast. These boats
do as little as they possibly ean for
Woestern Australia; Western Australia
practieally gets nothing from these boats
that they ean possibly withhold, and al
the same time (hey charge the settlers
on the ecoast every farthing they ecan
serew out of them for freights. Again.
there is very little doubt that on these
boats, or through these bhoats running,
there is a great deal of smuggling both
of Asiaties and opium, and I wish to
point this out, that by the provisions made
hy the Pederal Government it is alto-
gether impossible to prevent smuggling.
Judging by the opportunities afforded.
there certainly must he a great deal of
opinm smunggled right from Broome
down to Geraldton. The Minister fur
Mines came out with a proposition one
morning to run State steamships on this
coast.
Mr. Bolion: He was frightened.
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Mr UNDERWOOD: He was boomed
in the Sunday Times as the great demo-
erat of Menzies who was going to dish
the Labour party again and run thess
boats. But somebody apparently talked
to him, and he appointed a gentleman to-
inquire into the matter.

Alr. Jokuson: The hon. member is out
of order: he ought to say the Minister
for Mines.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, the Minister
for Mines. However, he decided to make
inquiries, and he appointed a gentleman
to inquire. That gentleman went to the
steamship  companies and asked, “Arve
you overcharging these people?” and the
reply was, “No, certainly not.”

The Minister for Works: Do you know
wlere he inquired?

Mr. UNDERWQOD:
steamship owners.

The Minister for Works: Is that the
only place where he inquired?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I trust I shall
be allowed to go on without this un-
seemly interruption. I do npot know
where he inquired, hat I do not think
that: he could bhave inquired at the right
places, beeause T know positively that the
information he got was not aecording to
faets. However, the Government did not
build the steamers, and I do not think
that they hawve any intention of doing
s0; at the same time I am convinced that
there never will be any satisfaction in
the shipping arrangements on thai coast
uniil the Government do run stearmers
there. Tn vespect fo the recent Menzies
election it will be remembered that when
the Electoral Aet was introduced the At-
tormey QGeneral and the Minister for
Works told us that # was introduced
solely with the view of purifieation.
They were very great on purity just
ahout that time. In respect to the Men-
zies election it has been proved in evi-
dence on oath that certain persons who
were on Mr, Gregory’s committee—one
of them was his chairman—voted ille-
gally. And after voting illegally for
Mr. Gregory they came to Court and
helped Mr. Gregory to overthrow the
election. Yet the Bill was introduced
for purity. There are one or two peeu-
liar things regarding that Bill

Yes, of the

The .
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Premier last night spoke of the organisa-
tion ot the Labour party. My exper-
ience ig. that the T.abour party’s organ-
isation 15 a very poor thing compared
with the organisation that has been
brought to bear on postal voting, There
seems to me to have heen a secret service
party bebind the present Government.
In my electorate there were votes from all
parts of the country. One gentleman
who has been Mayor of Midland Junction
for the last iwo years voted in Pilbara.

Mr. Gsborn: He was in Pilbara at the
{ime.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: He is also on the
ruil for Guildford.

Mr. Bolton: And has been on the voll
fin- Guildford for eighteen months.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Men from
Subiaco and Vietoria Park, bona fide
residents of those places aceording to the
Judge’ s ruling, voted in Pilbara. In
faet, the way the votes were raked up
agninst me was absolutely a scandal. I
know a great many people in the dis-
triet and a great many voters, but it sur-
prised me when [ saw some of the people
who voted. However. to returm to the
Menzies election and the Elecioral Aet
and illexnl voling, Mr. Gregory speaking
at Niagara the other day made the state-
ment that he could have brought evidence
to the Court to show that men were ille-
gally on the roll, that they had got on the
roll under awge, or were unnaturalised.
Well, if some prospecior. Carr Boyd for
instanee, were 1o come to me and tell me
that he had found radium ont beyond
Casmo Newberry. T would expeet him to
produce some of 1t before I believed bim,
and knowing the gentleman, I would ex-

pect Mr. Gregery to produce something

before I believed himn in this conneetion.
But he said he wonld not bring these men
to Court becatse they would be liable to
prosecution. Here we have a member of
the Ministry that introduced the Bill for
the purification of eleetions telling us
he knows men who got on the roll by
false declaration. bul he would not bring
them up beeause they would be prose-
cuted. This makes something of a hole
in that purity ery we heard when the Bill
was before the House. Those people
who voted at “he Menziex election are.
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according fu the .Aet, liable to imprison-
ment not exceeding iwo Yyears.

Mr, Bolton: So is the Mayor of Mid-
land.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I hold it is be-
yond all shadow of doubt the duty of the
Governmeni. to prosecute those people.
Mr. Gregory has said he would not bring
the evidence forward, bhecouse there
would be prosecutions, The penalty for
making a false declaration in postal
voling is the same as that for making
a false declaration to get on the
roll, and there should be a prosecution
in the ene case as much as in the other.
I bold that these people shonld bhe
prosecuted if it were only {v let us know
exactly where we are, Now I come to the
Judge's verdiet. The Judee ruled that
Section 161 was not intended te be in the
Act. He said it would make the Act look
ridiculous.  Of edurse it always strikes
me as ridiculous if a thing is there and
is not to be used. I would like to read
fhe section. Tt is inserted in the division
which deals with dispufed returns. and
is practically an instruetion to the Court.
Of all the divistons in the Act this is the
one by whieh the Court should he guided.
The seclion savs:—

“The Court shall inguire whether
ar noi the requisites of section one
hundred 'and fifty-six have been ob-
served, and, sa far as the voting is con-
cerned, may inquire into the identity
of persons, and whether their votes
were improperly admitted or rejected,
and whether the resnlt of the polling
was eorreelly aseertained, hut the Court
shall deem the roll conclusive evidence
that the persoas enrclled were, at the
date of the comppletion of the roll, en-
titled to be enroiled.”

The Attorney General in introducing
the Bill gave us to understand that he at
least thuroughly meant it. He said—

“The provisiens for making up rolls
make it neecessary for every roll to le
dated. the original rolls and the supple-
mentary rolls, and this provision in
regard to disputed reiurns is that fhe
Court is to take the roll on the date it
bears on the face of it as being the
correct roll.”

With that language in the Aet, and T
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contend it is very clear indeed, and with
the Attorney General’s speech, | fail to
see how the Judge conld throw ount that
section, and wnot consider ii. TIf he will
throw that out, T contend we will have
te get his ruling on every section of the
Act. Therefore, it is necessary that we
should have those people prosecuted in
order {o ascertain where we siand. If
Section 161 does not apply it is possible
the Judge might rule that other seetions
do not apply. and that it was intended to
imprison these people for five years, or
that we did not intend anything of the
sovt, hbut that these people were deserving
of recompense, and should be rewarded
with a trip vound. the world. It is diffi-
cult to gee how the Judge could arrive
al that deeision. Every other man who
knows anything of the English language
wonld say it was imposzible to put the
position more definifely than the wording
of that seetidn ; and if ithe wording of
that seetion does not show the Jndge what
is intended, the Fnglish language is of
no use and nothing will do but to drive
in the intention of Parliament with a
hammer and gad. In regard to postal
votes, T maintain that it is desirable to
curtail the system to a greal extent. It
has proved a source of eorruption ever
since it has been in force in the Stafe,
but I would not like to abolish the system
altogether, though T hold it was never
iniented (e enable people in Victoria,
thousands of niiles away from the con-
stitneney, to vote. I would suggest an
amendmeni (hat people voting by post
must aftend before the postal vote officer
in the district in which they are going to
vote. Postal vote officers should be ap-
poinled in each district and should not
be allowed to issue postal voies for any
other district. Thus a person would need
to go to the house of the postal vote
officer to take out a vote for the particular
district. With sueh a provision T think
we eould have the system a little hetter
than it has been in the past. Now we
come to the Government policy. The
Premier in  his presessional speech
mentioned that the Commonwealih had
commandecred £G0,000. Then he went
on to say that the hberalisation of the
Agrieultural Bank Aect was the direet
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cause of the narvellous increase i agri-
cultural development,and of the nnmense
acreage under erep.  He said, ** The
vear has been the most successful one
ever experienced in land settlement ;-
1,100,554 acres having been taken up.”
Now we have heard that sort of thing
pretty often, all this about the “mar-
vellons leaps and bhounds.” Tt is a
peculiar thing in the English Iangnage
that certain words are alwayz used for
certain  things, and “ leaps 7 and
“hounds ¥ are two words used most eon-
sistently in eoifngetion with the Govern-
ment  knd policy. The marvellons
“leaps and hounds’’ that are made
m agriculiural  produets ! Here are
the ‘“leaps and bounds '’ we are
makig : In February of 1899 Wesi-
ern Australia had 171,171 aeres under
crop.  Ten years later, this year, we have
494,000 acrez under. So during the ien
years under review the amount of land
put under erop has been 223,210 acres.
Where are these “leaps and hounds”?
Li has taken ten years to get 223,210
acres under crop. At that rate of pro-
gress it will take 30 years to get a million
acres under crop.

The Minister for Works :  You are a
brilliant mathemadtieian.
Mr. UNDERWOOD - It will take

300 years to get ten million aeres under
crop. These ave the “mavvellous leaps
and bounds” we are making. A jew
ltzard would go faster. It will take us
one hundred and fifty years to reach the
present South Australian standard, and
South Australia was the last State of the
Commonwealth to be established. Turther
than that, it will be noticed that it means
just roughly that we have brought under
erop 31,000 or 32000 aecres each year.
Last year the area was 36,000 acres. so
that last year was only a fair average
vear. Where are the “marvellous leaps
and bounds?’’ Where is the ‘‘marvel-
lous inerease” n agrienlture? We have
sold a million acres and put 36.000 acres
under crop. It will take 30 years {o get
the million acres under crop. This is our

““ marvellous ' poliev. This is what
the Government send to England as
their poliex. They sav they are
seftling the land. but ihe land they
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ave  settling is merely the dust in
the eves of the people. Again, if
this marvellous inerease in agricultare is
taking place, why does it not show in our
population returns, or in our railway re-
turns? If this marvellous inerease is veal,
then the people must be producing some-
thing, and if they are producing, the pro-
dnee must go over owr ratllways; but not-
withstanding that we have buili hundreds
of miles of railway during the regime of
the Maore Governmenl, the railway re-
turns have decreased and there is less
stuff carted over the rvailways than there
was three vears age. Yet we have this
“marvellous inerease”—these “leaps and
bounds,”  Speaking on the question of
ithe land poliey of the Government, we
come to the maiter of administration. and
1 take the opportunity of pointing out
a few ikings 1 think should be altered
in the Lands Office. Here is an applica-
tion T put in myself for a bleck of lana
that had beeun previously selecied and
was gazetted as open for selection. T
applied over the counter, and two months
after T received a letter to this effect:
1 have to inform vou that no aetion
can be taken with reference fo your
application  for  conditional pur-
chase under Section 56 of the Land Ael,
1898, until {he expiration of seven days
when the ferm of grace given to the
present lholder expires.”
The (hing was pazetted as forfeited T
think in February, but in April they told
me: ‘‘There is a present holder. We are
going to give him seven davs’ grace.’’
The letter enntinues:
‘“This course has been taken in confor-
mity with the decision of the Minister
not to forfeit any homestead farm for
non-payment of the second instalment
of survey fee until the owner had re-
ceived final notice of seven days thal
his hoiding would be forfeited for non-
payvment of instalment.”
T have ne ohjection whatever to giving
all the notice possible and all the grace
that should be given: give these persons
everything; give them the country and
I will go away. DBul when once it is de-
cided noi to give them this land but to
throw it open for selection then T ex-
peet to get it if T am the first to apply
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for if, ‘That 3 my own personal ease
Here is another case from Nullagine. [
tave with me here an exfract from the
Government  (azeite of Friday, 17th
June, 1907, pointing out that certain
leases and licenses had hecen forfeited
through non-payment of rent Ffor the
lirst half of the year 1907. The block
referred to was numbered 2459. A per-
sun in Nullagine on seeing this Gasette
notice in the following month wired 1o
the Under Secretary for Lands asking
for venfication of the notice, and he re-
ceived the following reply, dated 11th
July, 1907 :—*“Bloek referred to vpen for
selection.”  Tle then wived his money
with the application and received a re-
ceipt for it on the 15th July, 1907. The
next he heard was by letter from the
Under Secretary for Lands, dated 20th
November, 1907, which is as follows:—
“In reply to your application for
late pastoral lease 2459/102, T have to
mforne you that no aetion could be
taken until the lease was absolutely
forfeited for non-payment of rent.
This has now been done and enclosed
vou will find & form of application for
pastoral lease of 20,000 aeres meluding
late 24597102, The area has been in-
creased (o meet the requivemenis of
the Land Aet Amendment Aet.
1906, whieh fixes the minimum area
of pastoral leases in the Norih-West
Division at 20.000 acves unless hemmed
m. Please sign  the enclosed form
where indicated in pencil, at the same
time furnishing the full Christian
names of each member of your firm
and their oecupations. Further it will
he necessary to deelare whether you de-
sive to hold the lease as joint tenanis or
tenanis in common, In the former case.
in the event of decease of one mem-
ber of the firm the snrvivors ahserb
his interest in the lease. In the latter
case the heirs at law of deceased be-
come co-lessees with the survivors.”
The application form was filled up as de-
sired and the remainder of the rent was
sent. This happened notwithstanding

“the fact that the forfeiture was gnzetted

in the previous July. TIi evidently does
not matter at all whether a notice has
heen published in  the Gorvernment



70 Address-in-Reply :

Gazette or not, that is so far as the Lands

Department are concerned. On the 20th

January of (he following year he re-

ceived this communication from the

Under Secretary for Lands:—

. “With reference to your application
No. 624796, T beg to inform you that
the Hon. the Minister for Lands has
now decided to withdraw the land in-
elnded in late No. 2459/102 from
selection and again throw it open by
notice in the Gosernment Gazelte on
the 27th February, All applications
veceived on or before that date will be
considered as simultaneous, and the
land wil be allotted by the Land
Buard.  Yowr application must there-
fore be held over at present.”

And on the 17th Mareh he received the

following letter :—

“With reterence to your application
No. 624/96, for 20,000 acres of land in
the De Grey district, being late pas-
toral lense 2459/102, 1 beg to inform
you that owing to the fact that the land
has been withdrawn from seleetion and
thrown open on the 17th February, it
has vow been decided to fix a board
meeting for 11 o’cloek on Wednesday,
17th June next, when you will be able
to appear and give evidence in support
of your’ application, or else avrange
wilh an agent to do so on your behalf.
In any case, the enclosed form showd
he completed and returned for con-
sideration by the board.”

The reiurn fare from Nullagine to Perth
is £32 and it takes two months to make
the trip. That is how the Government
dealt with a man in my clectorate. At
the same time John ‘Winthrop Haekett,
junior, of Ireland, could get his applica-
tion approved of with the least possible
notice and in the quickest possible time.
We should attend to the people who have
been out back in this country rather than
those who remain in Ireland and never in-
tend 1o come here at all. There are maay
other complaints about this department
and myv experience is that it is in the
worsl possible eondition of chaos. The
Under Secretary for Lands in his report
eomplaing: that cerlain people have heen
wriling to the Press regarding the non-
fulfiliment of ecopdittons, and he says he
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would like ihose persons to lay specific
eases before him. If they did thal he
would look inlo the matter and if it
were found then that the eonditions were
not being complied with, and the holder
Itad no very good excuse to offer, the
blocks would be forfeited. It appearvs
from this that a man either has to im-
prove his land or else be very good at
making excuses. During the diseussion
on the Laads Department Esiimates last
session 1 eomplained about land in the
Cunderdin distriet being held for many
years without any work being done upon
it. T gave specific instances and men-
tioned land which was held right against
the Cunderdin station. The Premier then
said that if anyone would give him spe-
cific instances where the improvement
clanses had not been ecomplied with he
would torfeit the land forthwith. T sent
a copy of Iansard containing iy re-
marks and the Premier’s reply to Cander-

din  and told the people there
that I had dome my duly and
if there was any land there up-

on which the proper improvements had
not heen made. they should call the in-
spector's atteniion to it. A man by the
name of Condon ealled the inspector’s
attention to a 400 acre block alongside
the railway. The inspector looked at it
and 1t was clear that absolutely nothing
lrad been done to it and the only thing left
was 1o recommend Lhe forfeiture, which
he did. The forfeiture was gazetted and
the tand was thrown open for appliea-
lion. Condon went to Northam to put
in an applieation, and in order to do so
lost his railway fare and two days’ work.
Two months later he received his apphi-
cation meney back with a netifieation that
the land had been withdrawn from selec-
tion and that the old holder had been re-
instated. Here is a specific instance.
In the past great credit has heen given
to the Minister for Lands, bul in my
opinien his actions do not bear oul the
character given him. He is genial and
Muff, and 1 must admit he bluffed me. I
kinow of thousands of aeres of land that

have not had any work doune
on them in the way of im-
provements. These lands have heen

held for yeurs under eonditional porehase,
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and have not been forfeited under the
tmprovement clauses as they should have
been. I do not blame the inspeectors for
this, for I believe they endeavour to do
their duty. But after all it is a good
man who does his work the way the boss
wants it done. In my opinion the Gov-
ernment do not want to forfeit the land.

The Premier: Have you ever brought
cases under my noilee 2

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, in this
House I have done so. 1 have just re-
ferred to a man named Condon who ap-
plied for certain Cunderdin land. I toid
you about Mr, Hodgson’s land and wen-
tioned the Faet that he sold it afterwards
and received the transfer all vight.

The Premier: 1 know nothing abemt
the case at Cunderdin. In every cuse
brought under notice where improve-
ments have not been effeeted the land
is forfeited if a legitimate excuse is not
provided

Mr. Bolton: The interpretation of
“legitimate” is the trouble.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: I say again that
it is not the fault of the land inspectors
that ihe work is not done. One thing the
inspectors are partlenlar abouir is wiih
regard to the work done in feneing. In
this respect I think they should use a
little more discretion vr give a litile more
time in which that work mighi he done,
that is of ecourse to those men who are
really working the land. The econdition
in the Act which refers to the necessity
for fenecing should be struck out, as there
are many other improvements whieh could
be effected and which would resuli in
some return coming to the holder of the
hlock.

The Premier: It 15 not necessarily a
condition that feneing should he done.
If an amount equal to that which should
be spent in fencing is spent in other ways
of a remunerative character no objection
is taken te a man doing that work instead
of the fencing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I know of cases
where men have been forced to go on
with their fencing when their position
was a siringent one and they were mak-
ing great efforts to get in a erop. Such
a case as this oceurred at Tammin, Here
is a case whieh occurred to me, which
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shows the manner in which affairs are
carried on in the Lands Department. A
reserve was thrown open at Quairading:
it was surveyed and applieations had to
be in by the fifth of the month. I went
to the Lands Office to have a look at the
plans and I was told they would not be
out for two or three days. Therefore
the applications were received first and
the plans were printed afterwards, I
have also had considerable trouble in re-
gard to maps in the Lands Department.
I received a map of a certain portion of
the country, supposed to be marked up to
date, but when I went over the land I
found a survey tine which did not appear
on the map. I followed up that line and
then ran against a erop, about which also
there was no veference on the map.
Proper plans of the district should he
prepared and if the officers ¢annot mark
them eorrvectly the plans should pot be
given out.  To econtinue with the policy
of the Government, for I uright as well
2o right through it—it will not take long
for it is not a very great policy —there
iz a little about the loan finances, and
ilien it refers to the construction of 400
miles of new raibways, including the line
from Nannine fo Meekatharra, the
Cinomalling extension and olhers. The
agrieultural Jines eonstructed in the past
have not proved that the resuli of their
construction is to lake settlement withk
them. [ have seen certain plans of the

couniry aleng the Bolgart-Newcastle
railway. Those plans may not be right,

for they come from the Lands Depart-
ment, but from then it is clear that the
land which is to be opened up by that
railway belongs to the Midland Railway
Company.  Anyone who disputes that
contention can have a look at the map
and the truth of the argument will be
proved.

The Premier: Plans were here when
ihat railway Biil was passed through.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Almost all of
that land belongs to the Midland Railway
Company. That does not strike me as
being a very excellent policy and one
likely to forward the best interests of the
country.

The Treasurer: Tell us something about
Pilhara.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD : The Govern-
ment boild vailways, bul when men go
iu look for land in the proximity of those
lines they ave informed they have to 2o
20 miles further on before any land 1is
available. Then there is the diffienlty ex-
perienced by men in getting land. We
are spending some £8,000 or £10,000 a
vear on Dmomigration and  with  that
money the Government are bringing out
agricultural immigrants to the country.
These men are supposed to go on the
land. If we desire immigrants to get a
fair start we shonld not allow them to
knoek about the country for a long time
without getting a start on the land, for
all they are doing is to spend the few
pounds they bring with them. The Tn-
der Secretary for Lands in his report for
the year 1906-7 says:—

+ Although the amouni of selection
shows a falling off i& may safely be
assumed that practically the whole of
it has been aequired for the purpose
of genuine settlement, as the land is
not as a rale favourably enough situ-
nied to encourage the speenlator, and
where blocks are made available in
good situations there is usnally such
competition for them as to ensave the
applicants having to appear before
the land hoard, which inguires into the
merits of each application and grants
the land to the one who appears to
have the greatest claim to it, or to
possess the best qualifications, thus
redueing the chances of speculnting
or durnmying to a minimuom. "’

That was the state of things aecording
to the Under Secretary for Lands then,
and it is evident thal even at that time
there was no land available for selec-
tion within proximity of the railways.
I receive letters almost weekly from
people in the outhack parts of the State
asking if T know where they can get a
little decent land near a railway, but 7
do not know where to get it for them.
We pay land goides, and T asked one,
it does not matter where. and he told me
there was no land within 20 miles—not
of a railway, but within that distance
of any proposed railway. He said (here
was plenty of good land further out, hut
none al all within 20 miles. T hold this,
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that a man who is struggling to make a
start it is mmpossible for him to go 20
miles out. Tt is in the first few years
that the diffieulties will kill him,

The DPremier: What about the men
who were 100 miles out before ther:
were any railways at all 7

Mr. UNDERWQOD: They did not go
furming in those days, they gathered
sundalwooed. If vou cannot get into a
station aund out again in one day yon
cannot make farming a suceess. We
are building railways, we are bringing
immigrants, and af the same time we
have no lawl to offer them within 2%
miles of a railway line, and yet the Gox-
ernment tell ns they are doing marvel-
lous things. The Premier told us last
night that the Melbourne Agency kad
bean a wonderful suecess.

The Premier: And has it pot?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Yes. T wil! tell
vou about it. What has inereased the
Population? FHas ii been the Melbourne
Ageney, or ‘““Wongi’’ Nelsen in Eng-
land ?

The Premier: 1 say the agricultural
popnlation has increased in the agvicul-
tural distriets. You bave only io go
down the Great Southern Railway and
see for vonrself.

Mr. Bolion: The decrease in the gold-
fields population acconnts for that.

My, GNDERWOOD: With regard to
the Melbourne Agency, 1 read a wnara-
graph just after Christmas wherein it
was stated that Mr. Ranford was leetur-
ing in Vietoria and had just then pone
io Tasmania. There was a big heat wave
in Vietoria at that time. Tasmania is
one of the most prolific little islands in
the world, and possesses a population of
only 80,000 people. Jf we got the lot
it would not make any great difference
to our Sinte. Just faney, of all the
places in the world, going to Tastnania
tn look for immigrants; a place that
wants them more than we do.

The Premier: And we got them, too.
Why, the whole country is held by about
11 people.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Mr. Ranford
went to this place for immigrants.

The Premier: And he got them.
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Mr. UNDERWOQOD: I will tell you a
hittie story abont Mr. Ranford. Ha me
& nigger in one of the places where he
was lecturing, and asked him whaeither
he was lonking for work. The mun e
plied, “*Nov blanky fear; 1 am lucking
for a enol place to lie down.”” Wa have
undoubtedly some splendid land in this
State. There is no possible shadow of
doubt aboui that. We still have wmillions
of acres, and il iz up to Parliament to
eonsider what we are going o do with
il. We ean see what has been done in
the Eastern States. 1 will read to you
one or two litile extraets showing what
has happened in some of these places.
You ean read them almost daily in the
newspapers. Here are some school in-
speerors’ reports nnd school inspectors,
i must be admitted, report correetly.
I have here five or six reports from
Queensland. The State scheol inspeetor
at King’'s Creek reported—

““The children here are, with few
exceptions below the average in mental
power. They are a depressingly dull
lot; some of them half-dazed. The
chief industry here is dairying, and a
large percentage of the pupils are em-
ploved before and after school in milk-
ing and they appear to have little
energy left for sehool work.”’

That is one of them. There are similar
reports from Bergen. Glencoe. Glenvale,
and Templin. Then again [ have here
a paragvaph fron the West .lustralian
dealing with child slaves at Bega. Dewa
is a splendid agricultural distriet and
there should be no necessity for slaves
there. The paragraph, which is dated
4th June, reads:—

“The employment of chiid labourin
the Bewa agrieultnra! distvict is rvefer-
red to in the following strong termws

by Sehool  Tnspeetor Smith in  his
annual report:—*Children of tender
vears are often up before davlight

tending eaws, feeding calves and pigs.
and eleaning up manure, and when
breakfast is over thev lbave often a
long walk to school, where, fagged and
sleepy, they are phyvsieally unfit to re-
eeive instruetion.  They are alten
compelled to leave school early in the
afternoon  to.assist ai  home in the
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same monotony of labour, unrelieved
by a bit of fun of any kind.'”

My, Gordme: That ts under a Labour
(fovernment.

My, UNDERWOOD : That is New
South Wales. The others I read related
to Queensland.  Now T will read you
what the Honorary Minister would like
to see in Weslern Anstralin. Here is e
copy of the Journal of the Department
of Agricnlture, issued by the authority
of the Minister for Agrienltuve, and is,
I presume, printed for the sele purpose
of giving uszeful informaiion tu farmers,
This artiele is headed * A Woman’s
Dairy IFarm. Useful Girls.”” Tt says:—

AL S a.m, the woman dairy farmer
raps at the guest’s bedroom door and
says, ‘“Time to get up’ Twelve-
venr-old Jean has already lit the live
and hoiled the kettle, while her sisters
drive up the cows. Thus writes ‘She-
ba' in the Argus. Children are valu-
uable on a dairy farm. My hostess’s
active daungaters arve, in hev opinion,
worth twiee the seme number of boys,
for” hays are apt io ubsent themselves
af evening milking-time, Says the
mother, ‘I couldn’t get on  without
my girls.  Apart from milking, they're
vplendid hands at vearing young stoel..

They coddle the ealves as if they were

habies, aud, unlike Lheir brother, would

never let one go without a meal be-
cause 11 failed ro come when ealled.

If, notwithstanding all their coaxing.

a weakling refuses ifs milk, Siss

lempts it with beaten egg, and pam-

pers it np till gradually the puny
thing develops into a saleable beast.
My girls lave the same kpack with
all animals, The little ones pet the
foal and ride on his haeck as soon as
he’s big enough. They ¢oax him to
let them slip a bhalter over his head,
and later vou’'ll see two of them driv-
ing off. with the eolt as quiet as a
lamb betwen the shafis, for a load
of wood or a sheep for killing.' Till
half-pasi six all hands are busy milk-
ing. When the separating process be-
gins the noviee grows interested, and
is foreed to confess that modern dairy
methods, if unpicturesque, are cleaner,
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more hygienie and far more economical
of time, labour. and material than of
old.  The separated nilk, gushing from
its outlet, rapidly fills numerons pails,
each topped with piled-up froth, This
fleecy scum. too gaseous 1o suit the di-
gestion of the ealves. is removed. and
is reserved for the poultry. The milk
must be warmed to a certain heat be-
fore it is regarded as wholesome food
for (e eow-bahies; but at last their
breaktust is ready; and, leaving a eop-
perful of water to boil for washing up,
we setze one bueket, or fwo, as the case
may be, and trudge to the ealf pad-
dock, shouting ‘S8ady’ sz we go.
Sandy being the voungesi calf, is fed
first. e drinks his  half-buckei
hut  then, with his young face ail
a-sloliber with wilk, he beging to show
off, like the spoilt beastie he is. His
fellows, likewise full of breakfast and
tricks, follow sait. and the visilor, sur-
ronnded hy ‘chewers’ all kicking up
dust and dribbling facetiously, under-
stands why the sprigged dimity, snowy
apron and buekled shoes of the tradi-
_tiopal milkmaid ave never seen off the
stage. When we return to the shed all
the applianges cvomnected with the se-
paraior are submitied to a drastic
cleansing. Tirsi they are rinsed in cold
water, next soaked in a horax solution,
then thoroughly sealded, and lastly the
nozzle of the steam-pipe is introduced
mte every shink and eranny. ‘The
sepacator is now ready for to-night,
says the mother; who adds, ‘two of the
children lave hrushed out the milking
stalls,and rwo other shavegot the eows’
evening feed veady. so wé’ll sit down
comfartably to breakfast. Then the
zirle will drive the eream to the station
on their way to school, and won’t be
hack till apilking time.
Evidently this is what the present Gov-
ernment would like to see in Western
Anstralia, and  that is what I say we
should prevent. That article, T think, is
the wost degrading advecacy of slavery
that ever emanated from any part of the
Empire that smgs, “Britons never shall
be slaves” What becomes of the land.
In Vietoria, New South Wales, Queens-
land, and Seulh Austraba it has been
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allowed to get inlo the hands of a few
holders, and these holders are grinding
out rents and foreing tenant farmers to
become slaves, and to enslave their child-
ren as well, With the great opporiunity
we have in Western Australia we should
do something to prevent this State arriv-
ing at the eondition that the other States
of the Comnonwealth have arived at.
Now we are told all we have to do is to
open up the Iand. Of course my conten-
tion is that they ave locking up the land
—not only agricultwral, but mining land.
If you want to open up the land why
don’t you get to work and open it up?
There is plenty of good land,and thereare
plenty of unemployed. T do not think
the Govermment want to open it up on
anything like the prineiples I would advo-
cate. They want to open it up as has
been done in the East, by permitting it
to get into the possession of a few holders
and then bringing in immigrants to act
as lemant slaves.

The Premier: You know very well the
Government bronght In a provigion to
prevent large nreas being taken up by
one individual, and insisting upon pro-
gressive immprovements as well.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I just- want to
sax thal it has heen proved beyond doubt
that the Covernment ean colhivate the
land, and it has been proved that the eulti-
vation of the land is profitable. At the
present time we are getiing five shillings
an aere for our land. That is dedueting
the expenses of land guides and Jand
agents. Tf i land were cleared and
made ready for the man {o go upon so
that he could stavt straight away, that land
would be worth almost as many pounds
per aere.

The Premier: Have we not had 180
men on one property during the last six
months doing that very work?

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Yes. They have
heen ring-harking; but that is another
quesiion.

The Premier: They have been clearing.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: I am convinced
of this, that if a man enters on the work
systematieally and with a fair amount of
capital behind him be can, in five years
time. reap the henefits of the products of
the land.  After the clearing it will
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he worth £3 or £4 per acre. And
if  the Treasurer wants to know bLow
to remove some of the present debt of
the Siate, there is an idea for him.
There is o chance of loss in this scheme.
We have here men who are anemployed,
and you could get thousands, or even
bundreds of thousands of men anywhere
if you could find work for them to come
to. But if ynu have not the work, they
may ax well remain idle in Ameriea or
England, or in any other part of the
world where they arve. I feel certain of
this. there will mot be the slightest diffi-
cully lo pet tenants or people to euli-
vate that land if someone prepared it for
them. Then follow your land work up,
and instead of faving railways ruuning
tinough miles of uncultivated country
vou would have every acre producing
sumething for the railways to carry. |
de again prolest against the selling of
the land as it has heen, and is being, sold,
and I say, if we allow the lands of the
State to go ioto the hands of the few,
as has been the ease in the Eastern States.
our names would deserve to be spoken of
with seorn.  Purther, in regard to
this  quesiion of immigration, Lhe
Treasurer said you ecannot get hwnmi-
grants.  Thal is nol to he wondered al.
T know of one case where a man who
lives next door Lo me was induced to come
to Western Australia by the lectures lie
heard delivered in England. Thal man is
an eleetrician, and [ koow that since he
bas heen here he and his children have
wanled for bread. That is a positive
faet. and 1 know at the same time he iz
a splendid tradesman and hard working
man.  Now when you bring immigrants
to  a  counlry in this way it
certninly  is  likely 1o bhe hard
10 get any ware. T say it is a lasting
disgrare to owr Governmeni to induce
poor people o come to this country and
allow them to starve. T think not an-
other penny shonld be spent in inducing
Immigrant= (e come cul under our pre-
gsent methods,  If there is any desire to
el immigrants. the only way to do i is
ro nke this a good eountry to live inj
then vou ean gef as many immigrants as
vour eountry will held. That was proved
vears ago, and il ¢an he proved again al

(13 Novemsexr, 1908.7

Third duy. 75

any time. The only way to get immi-
grants is to find work for them when
they comme here. The money at present
heing spent in England is a total waste
and could be bhetter spent in this State
in providing for the men already here
and in indueing them to stay here.

The Premier: Are you prepared then
to support 4 loan to carry out these
works which vou propose? It inay mean
£100.0040.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes, certainly T
ane.

The Premier: 1 am glad to know that,
because yon may have an opportunity of
doing so. ,

Mr. TNDERWOOD: 1 am wolb pre-
pared io supporl a loan to build a rail-
way to Mr. Glowrey's land; bat I am
prepared to support a scheme to get men
cout here, and give them work to do when
they gel here. However, I am not pre-
pared to support any forther agricul-
tnral railways until we have got the land
that is along those already built eculti-
vated and improved. I just wish to
say in conclusion that I am convinced
that  Western Australia in  the near
future is to depend upon agriculture, and
the svstem or method being pursued by
the Government is not the best in the in-
lerests of lhis State. Instead of opening
up the land amd bringing it under euli-
vation the Governmeni are allowing the
best land to be locked up by a few people.

The Premier: You know that is an
ahsolute misstatement.

Several Ministerial members: Question!

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : Ona
would have thought after the remarks
of the member ~for Pilbarra that
one on the Ministerial side of the House
would have got up and replied. How-
cver, as is usually the case they prefer o
have charges hurled against themn, and
then either because the charges are true
or they are unable (v reply to them they
sav nolhing. They allow ux to do the
fighting on this #de. and after the speak-
ers on this side of 1he House have all
spoken we will have them getting up on
the other side. In dealing with the Ad-
dress-i-Reply many members have mnade
the remark-—not daring thiz debate but
ouiside the Houvse in different purts of
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the country—ithat they would like to see
the Address-in-Reply done away with. I
do not agree with them. I maintain that
we ghould have an opportunity when the
session opens to place our grievances
and owr views hefore the country; and
this is practically the only time we ecan
do that, 1 am of opinion that the time
spent on the Address-in-Reply is time
very well spent. In dealing with the
question of the Premier’s policy speech,
we know it was very lengthy, and there
were one or two good proposals in that
speech. Taking ¥t throughout—it is some
little thne since it was delivered—the
poliey speech was a regular mountain;
but when we came down last session we
found the Governor’s Speech was prac-
tieaily bald. We find the same again this
session. We find that when the House
meels there is very little of lmportance
in the Governor’s Speech at all. T would
like to know the reason why we did not
met earlier this year than we have.
The general elections were over ftwo
months ago, and there was no veason why
we should not have met early in October,
or over a wouth ago. Presently we will
be accused of wasting time. It seems to
me {0 he the general policy of Govern-
ment supporters te sit in silence, and
when we ask for information we are ac-
cused of wasting time. 1 realise that 1
was sent here to do my duty to the coun-
try, and whether the Ministeralists think
I am wasting time or not, when I think
I have anything of hmportance to say, or
when [ wish to speak upon any measure,
I am going to get up and speak, and do
my best to see that that measure is carried
through. Tn my opinion the Government
showed a great desive to c¢ling to office
Iast year. Tnstead of dissolving Parlia-
ment immediately after we sat in 1907,
having the general elections in April or
May and meeting in June or July
they showed a desire, I think, to eling to
office as long as they possible could.
There would have heen thousands of
pounds saved to Western Australia and
a great deal more business domne had we
adopted that course immediately after the
1907 session. It appears to me that these
last 12 months has been spent by Mini-
sters tonring the countrv. with one or
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two exveptions, at the expense of the
State, and doing electioneering work at
the same time. They have been travel-
ling right through the country, devoting
the whole of the time to attending fune-
tions and praising each other up; and
that course of procedure has been adop-
ted right through.

The Treasurer: That is very ungener-
ous.

Mr. HOLMAN: It is true.

The Premier: A different experience
from what you had.

Mr. HOLMAN: | said “with one or
two exceptions.”  For instance, 1 saw
his shoulder to the wheel and helped to
something different when the Premier put
shift the trap out of the mud. But before
I am through I will quote eases of ano-
ther sort altogether,

The Premier: You kept each other busy
when you were in office.

Mr. HOLMAN: There was so much
intrigne going on around us, they did
keep us pretty busy looking after owm-
selves. It puts we in wind of that old
campaigner travelling out-with the doctor
to intercept the Minister for Mines
coming down from the Muorehison. The
man who is Whip for the Government
wag very sadly disapointed when, acting
under instructions from the Treasnrer, he
went out and examined the boxes and
lumber but conld not find his man, The
old campaigner, one of His Majesty’s
forces, got out before them and fixed
things up properly. e out-manceuvred
and out-witted the Treasurer and his
henchman, the Government Whip, As I
said, the Government desire to cling to
office as long as they possibly can. It is
said that we desire to reach office, but
personally ¥ have no such desire because,
as the result of my experience, I am con-
vinced that there is little in it, and that
a man does not get sufficient recompense.
Still I have termed the present Govern-
ment the “ring-tailed opossum Govern-
went.” We have an instance of their
quality in this respect in the Minister for
Mines, a man shot and riddled hy the
electors of Menzies still clinging to office.
office.

The Premier: Remember when ynu got
that teleeram? ’



Address-in-Reply :

Mr. HOLMAN: 1 got the telegram all
right. T got it from a man who has
proved a traitor to all manly instinets
and fo the party he was pledged to sup-
port. But T gave up the office [ held.
I never rveceived a mandate from the
people and still elung until T was dead
and mortified, like Mr. Gregovy.

Mr. Monger: \Wait until he come: back,

Mr, HOLMAN: If we wait until ihe
Minister for Alines comes back some of
us will be here for a good many yems.
We find the Government are elinging to
oflice as long as they possibly can, and
while we have Ministers prepared to
sacrifice  every manly instinet to cling
to position then tihe Government of
this couniry ecannot go on in a satis-
factory manner.  Se far as the past
Year is concerned it has been practi-
cally a wasted year ; nothing done,
nothing accomplished.  Ministers have
promised certain  (hings, have pro-
migsed many things, and have done verv
litile. The present position of the coun-
try is practieally worse than it has heen
since I came here, over 13 years ago, We
have scores and hundreds of men unem-
ployed who eannot get a  day's  work,
many of them good, hard-working men.
T must, in travelling throngh the country,
know from practical experience, and 1 amn
satisfied that if work were offering ihese
men are prepared to do any hard work
so long as they can get paid for the work
they are doing, [ say this state of thines
is very unsatisfactory indeed. Through-
out the whole of Western Ausiralia a de-
pression exists and it is a very serigus
one. One can go from Albany to the
Leenwin, and right up to the far North.
and the same state of affairs exists. There
seeme 10 be a lack of confidence in the
eountry itself. 1 am prepared to say we
have a countrv zecond to none in  ihe
Commonwealth.  What is the rveasmy of
this depression?  Mauy members blamne
Federation for it, but I am satisfied
that it is not Federation at all; it is
lack of confidence in those who hold fhe
reins of Government in their hands.

The Minister for Works: Why did so
many more people vote for us than for
youd
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Mr. HOLMAN: Because they were
misled, and did not knvw what they were
doing.

(Sitting suspended from G153 to 7.50
p.m.)

Mr. HOLMAN: T have been reminded
by an inferjection from the Minister for
Works that the majority of the people
decided Lo support the present Adminis-
fration, but that is taking rather an ex-
tended view of the subject, because in
several electorates the votes were recorded
azainst the CGovernment. Take for in-
stance the election at Roebourne. There
the votes were not cast to put in a Cov-
ernment supporter; they were cast to
keep out the Government candidate be-
canze lie had proved a traitor to the party
to which he previously belonged. In all
probability had a straight-out Labour
candidate contested the Roebourne seat
the position might have been differeni.
The Premier when dealing with this sub-
jeet yesterday did not take intu considera-
tion the fact that in about a dozen elec-
torates there were no candidates support-
ing the Opposition, and in those elector-
ates the number of votes recorded tolalled
some 15.000 or 16,000, Had we had
money hehind us to contest those elee-
torates, the poesition; as put by the Pre-
mier yesterday, would have been altn-
wether different. There is the member
for  Greenough (Mr. Nanson) T do
not know whether the Government claim
him as an out-and-out supporter, but I
remember reading a speech the hon. mem-
ber delivered at Mullewa, in which hLe ut-
terly eondemned the finaneial poliey of the
present Government, likening it to the
poliey of a man with a short blanket who
ent off a piece from the bottom to sew
on the top and complained of cold feet.
[ do not know whether the Government
ean be cheerful in such eircumstances,
or whether they can elaim certain
members as out-and-out supporters. How-
ever, the position of the country is not
satisfactory. Federation bas been blamed,
but I do not think it is fair to blame Fed-
eration for our own faunlts. During the
last few years, in faet during the greater
part of the time since Responsible Gov-
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ernment, there has been a tendency for
those in charge of the administration of
the State to mervely look after the inter-
ests of those who own property, the
workers being sacrificed in the interests
of those who own a considerable amount
nf property; and we will need to have a
different policy before we can hope to
have a permanent improvement in West-
ern Australia.  One thing that would
send the State abead at present would be
a mineral discovery, no matter in what
part of the State. It would assist us and
certainly make tle position mueh better.
We remember that when gold was being
discovered in big quantites the State
made progress by leaps and bounds; and
it we could get more mineral discoveries
other industres would follow, However,
unless we can do something in the im-
mediate future o assist those people who
are working outhack on behalf of the
people of the State (and of course for
themselves), unless we can give them sub-
stantial assistance and encouragement we
may look forward to the next few years
in Western Australia as trying ones,
Now, glance at the administration of the
varioug departments. It is well kmown
that the departments under the control
of the Treasurer are by no means
in a satisfactory state. We had the
experience of the maladministration in
connection wth the Tender Board some
little time ago; that matter was
hushed up and very little information
was given to the public ; but from the
!axit_\' going on in that department,
in all probability the same state of
affairs may exist in other departments.
The Treasurer will bring down his
Budget in a fortnight, and we may hear
some interesting things from him; but
T am saiisfied it will take something
more than any optimistie remarks he
may make about being cheerful and
abhont “what is io be will be” to send
Western Anstralia ahead and prevent us
going back farther than we ave now. Ty
the new department bronght into exist-
ence last vear—the Taxation Dapart-
ment—some of the men employed are hy
no means satisfactory. The man who
was taken from that department and
sent up to econtest my electorate wonld
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not imbue the people on the Mnrehiscn.
with any confidence in the administr:-
tion of the State departments. T be-
liave another man employed was the one
who acted as Mr. Gregory’s informant
in the Gregory-White case. If that is
the eclass of man employed in our de-
partments it is not a satisfactory cou-
dition of affairs. When there are plenty
of really good men who are willing to work
in the departments, it is marvellous how
men of this sort ¢an seeure good appoinl-
ments, I am sure that if these depart-
ments are conducted by men of tin
calibre I have mentioned, little satisfac-
tion will he given to the people. Next
take the question of immigration, and
look at the elass of immigrants coming
to Western Australia. It is by no means
satisfactory. Time after time we have
men coming inte the State and receiving
positions here, that is working fur
wages. They are nsked to come to Wesi-
ern Australia with a view to settling nu
the land, but as soon as they come here
mstend of settling on the land, other
people are dismissed from the positions
they hold, married men in some cases, and
these immigrants are put in thehr places,
and in some instances at lower wages.
Among these immigrants we have had
twa cases of suicide. We have not onlv
to pay money to bring people here, but we
are also compelled to find them work,
and then when they kill themselves in
despair we have to bury them. I refer
to a case of suicide at Busselion. 1 am
not surprised at a man eommitting
suicide in that part of the State after
finding how things had been misrepre-
sented to him. Here is the report of the
affair as it appeared in the West .lus-
tralian a few months ago :—

‘““A sad case of suicide occurred
near Nannup, Lower Blackwood, on
Friday morning. last Tuesday twelve
then, mostly immigrasts who arrived
hy the R.M.S. Orieni were sent from
the Imbour Bureau to work at the Nann-
up-Jarrahwood Extension.  Amongst
the number was Thonas Harris, 67
vears of age. Afler working on Thurs-
dav  he seemed depressed and com-
plained that he was tired. On Friday
morning two shots were heard. and the
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deceased was found near his hut dead.
He had fired one shot through the
vight and another through the left
temple. *’
Fancy bringing immigranis to Western
Austrulia to work as navvies on the
rariways, and at the age of 67 vears.
Yet the Government say what a splen-
did thing they are doing. It is a stand-
ing disgrace to the Immigration Depart-
ment Lhat the country has te pay steam-
ship fares to bring men like that to the
eounlry, and when they get here they
secure work as navvies, and then the
pour unfortunates shoot themselves in
despair to get rid of the lives that have
been made a misery tu them (hrough
being brought into thiz eouniry. If we
arve going to spend vur money in bring-
itz men like that into the State, the
sooner we stop our immigration system
the better for ihe Siate. In fact T sav
that at present it is absolufe nonsense
to bring iaen liere while we have hun-
dreds of men unemployed. Between 300
and 400 men, withont any canvassing at
all, signed their names on sheeis to say
that they were unemployved and were
willing to take worlk ai anytbing. Yet
while this is the case men are dragged
from their homes in other eountries and
brought here : they are persuaded to think
thev are ¢oming {0 a Paradise; and when
they come here they o around to the
Labour Bureau and gef work by the
dozen though we have hundreds of men
here unemploved. Tt is a disgace. and
the people responsible for this shonld
be put out of oifice, and those wha would
safeguard the interests of the country
and the people here should be pur in
their places. This is gning on day after
day. We ave informed on very good
aunthority that these immigranis come
tu the econntry. eo to the Tabour Bu-
reau right away and register themselves
as unemploved. receive a ticket in red,
and their names are written down in
red in the books so that thev are the
first to gei work. T say they should
not get it, and that the people who
are in the eountry. the people who
have to pay the taxes to bring
these others here, should have the
work. At present married men in many
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cases are thrown out of positions in cr-
der to give these immigrants work. Here
we have a case of a man 67 years ot age
who was brought out here and shcets
himself, and we have to pay not only the
expense of his burial but the expense of
the inquiry also. This will stand for all
time as a blot against those respensible
for the system. Again, let us look at the
Colonial Secretary’s Department. A ques-
tion has lately come very prominently be-
fore the people in the metropeolitan area
that is, the early clesing question, and it
is a matter that does not redound to Lhe
credit of the Government or those respon-
sible. 'We had a system of Saturday
closing given the foree of law by pro-
clamation some twelve months agu. The
quesfion was disenssed pretry treely be-
fore the elections toek place, hui it ap-
pears thai certain people were given the
tip that if they kept quiet the matter
would be fixed up after the elections, T
only surmise this, beeause from July un-
til the general elections were aover not a
word wag said about it, but as soon as the
elections were over the same depuiations
cante on and the matter was fixed up.
Having tor seme time administered the
Early Closing Act | am of the opinion
that the second proelamation cannot stand,
but we will have an opportunity of dis-
cussing the matter later on, so that 1 shall
not deal with it at any length just now.

My, Brown: Why do not you advo-
cate Saturday closing for Kalgoorlie and
the goldfelds?

My, HOLMAXN : Kalgoorlie has nothing
to dn with me. The people n  Pert’
asked for a certain thing and they zot ir,
and [ am satisfied that when they got it
they should be confent witheut asking fr.x
anyihing else.  The member for Perth
(Mr. Brown) will recognise the fact thas
the agitation has heen brought about to
a great extent by the publicans of Perth.
They lhave caused the irouble, fur ther
argue that. with .the mid-weekly half
heliday. people do not come in to Perth
and therefore the same amount of nioney
is not spent as before. 1 am not speak-
ing without knowledge, for I have had
eonversaiions with publicans myself, and
had T been a publican I may have adopted
the same attitude. I dn not say for u
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monment, however, that I would do so.
People who are led by the nose by the
publicans are not fit to oceupy respensible
positions in this State.

Mr. Brown: Make the
universal,

Mr. HOLMAN: Now [ come to the
question of the railways. It has heen
said there is no sweating on the railways,
but it has been now proved beyond doubt
thal a great many of the immigrants are
employed in the department, taking the
place of those who previously held the
position. and who were discharged. We
. know that over one thousand disinissals
have ocewrred in connection with the rail-
ways during the past thvee or four vears,
and it would be interesting to have a re-
turn of the number of inunigrants em-
~ployed in the department at the preseni
time. In speaking of immigrants, T am
referring to those who have come here
during the past few vears. Agnin, we
find in conneetion with holidays an the
railways that members of the staff are al-
ways paid during their holidays, but the
workers are not, this decision having been
come to by ithe Rason Govermmeni., At
present the workers receive no pay when
they do not work, but the staff are paid
whether they work or not. T will deal
maore fully with the ¥Mines Department
later on, bat what T say now ix, that the
Department is a disgrace to the man whe
has administered it for the past few vears,
Now let us look at the Attorney General’s
Department. We know that so far as
Waesiern Ausiralia is concerned, justice is
only a by-word. A poor man eannot get
Jjustice here. To my own persenal know-
ledge justice has on certain oeeasions heen
praetieally prostitated lhere, and T ean
fjuole cases (o prove that what T say is
absolutely correct. Look at the question
of Cirenit Courts. We find that people
from the Murehison, and from out-back
districis generally. ave compelled to come
to Perth to have their-cases tried, and
this at very consideralle expense. To
my mind we should take the law to the
people instead of bringing the peaple to
the law, for it is unsatisfactory and unfair
to ask a pocrr man {o come from the Mur-
chison to have his case tried in Perth,
That has occurred time after time. These

hatf-holiday
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rearks also refer to people living in the
far North. Then as to hospitals. In the
tar back distant fields, wheve living is very
bard, wheve sickness at times is rampant,
where men have to live and work under
cirenmstanees in no way satisfactory, and
where every facility should be given toen-
able them to enjoy the best possible con-
ditions when well. and the best possible
treatment when ill, hospital facilities are
now being taken away. Men who are
opening up the land. whether from the
mining or agrieultural standpoint should
be given all assistance and treatment when
in ill health. What have the Government
done in order to bolster up private enter-
prise and give the big combinations more
assistance 2 They have reduced the out-

back hospital staffs. T intend to fight
against this as hard as T ean.
The DPremier : These hospitals are

all very well, so long as they do not spend
all the money in administration expenses.

Mr. HOLMAN : During a eertain por-
tion of the year in those places the eli-
wate is the best to be obtained in the
State, but during another portion of the
vear sickness is rampant, fever is abont.
The adwimstration charges might appear
high, for the reason that the staff have to
he kept in the winter so as to be ready
when the summer and its attendant ills
comes on. Now I will refer to the Police
Department. This question will probably
he diseussed at some preat length this
session. [ hope so, for | maintain that
the members of the force—although we
have some of the best men to be obtained
in the Commonwealth—are not treated
fairly and squarely. Thev work for a
paliry pittance of from 7s. to 8s. a day
in some eases. Even on the fields the
wages of a first-class policeman are only
about Ys. 6d. a day. That places an abso-
lute premium on criine, for it is almost
enough to wake a policeman a eriminal
to give him suech wages, especially when
it is remembered that on the fields the
ordinary labourer. the pick and shovel
man, earns lhis 10s. 10d. or 11s Gd. a day.
A policeman is placed in a high position
of trusi. On the fields men at times come
in from the back eountry with a good deal
of money in their pockets, and it ia
asked that these men with their property
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glhmild be prolected by the poliee who
are in receipt of this pittance of 9s. 6d.
a day. 1t is almost eompelling the mem-
ber: of the force against their will, their
mathood. and their convietions, to he-
evwe criminals,  The sooner we pay them
a deceni living wage the better will be the
condition of affairs throughout Western
Australia. Unless we pay a decent wage,
we had hetter do away with the police
alwgeiher. The present position is by
nu means satisfactory, and it will never

be considered such until we pay the
policeman a decent living wage. The

question of ithe use of personalifies has
been brought into this debate.  Inside
this House and outside of it the Labour
party have been necused of indulging in
personalities. 1 am perhaps one of those
who speak strongly at times, but I ean
assure members that on every occasion I
speak, I am fully satisfied that what T say
is correct,

The Minister for Works: When you
spoke on election night from the Morning
Herald baleony was that corvect? T re-
Fer to what you said about the Premier.

Mr, HOLMAN: Yes. I made the
saime statersent at Bunbury. The Prem-
ier wou made a statement about me whieh
was absolutely incorreci.

The Minister for Works: Yet yon say
you are not personal.

AMr, HOLMAN: If a wan charges me
with u certain thing I am man e¢nough
to get up and defend myself, will put iny
story against his, and I will stand by the
statements 1 have made. We have been
accused of being the only ones to indulge
in personalities. T make straight out re-
marks and where 1 tell a man he is
deinz wrong, 1 do not do it withont justi-
fication. T speak sirongly at times, and
if & man has any thing against me, 1
give him eredit for being able to speak
strongly as well. Tf he is wrong
T try and bring him up to the mark. I
ask any member T have spoken strongly
ahout o do the same with me. T will be
ready to prove what I have said or else
will make ample apology, if I find I am
not jusiified in nsing the expression.
Take the Minister for Works himself.
Let him make the same remarks about the
member for Collie that he did at a social
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among a lot of men who supported bim
and perbaps the policy he advocated.
Thai was a most unmanly and ungener-
ous, n most uncalled for and unnecessary
speech.

The Minister for Works: What were
the remarks?

Mr. HOLMAN: I would be wasting
the time of the House by quoting any
remarks of the Minister. Then we will
turn to the remarks of the BMlinister for
Mines about the people of Cue. e said
it was a disgrace that the electors there
should vote for the men they did. What
right $has the Minister for Mines to say
such things about the eleciors of the
Murchison. I say that the member for
Cue is a far more manly man than the
Minister for Mines, and that he has
acted the man in the past more than that
genlleman has done. ‘The people who
voted for the member for Cue arve far
more desivable men to have in the State
than the Minister who has proved by his
actions during the past two months that
he is only a pavasite on the people of the
State, for he has clung to the position
from which the electors kicked him out.

The Premier: 1 suppose that is not per-
sonal.

Mr. HOLMAN: It is absolutely true.
Then the Premier when at Busselton
made statements which did his colleague
a great deal of zoud, and practieally won
the seat for him. These statements were
againgt the Leader of the Opposition
and myself.

The Treasurer
the seat.

My, HOLMAN : That those remarks
did nat lose votes for the Labour nominee
is praved by the fact that whereas the
Treasurer had a majority of 400 three
vears ago, on this vceasion he only just
seraped home by 77 veotes, That shows
what convineing remarks were made. If
an election were to take place now, and
at all evenis at the' next elections the
Treasurer’ will say good-bye to the dis-
triet of Sussex, just as he has said good-
bye to the districts of Claremoat, Cao-
ning, and Perth, or whatever seat he bas

¢ Your remarks woen me

previously occupied or tried for. Then
again, we have the remarks of the
second-rate  Whip of the Government.
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The following is a report from the Black-
wood paper :—

““Mr. Layman brought off a neat
little seore at his meeting at Bridge-
town, ‘Will you explain the atfitude
of the Moore Government in confiseat-
ing the woney sent from the other
colonies to hielp the strikers during the
last timber strike,” asked one of the
electors of lahour tendencies. Mr.
Layman briefly replied, ‘It was never
confiseated at all.” ‘Did the workers
receive that money,’ asked another
elector also of labour tendeneies. ° 1
presume they did,” answered Mr. Lay-
man, ‘if it did not get into the hands
of some of their leaders who had some
other use for it.” 7’

That is a foul insinuation, which I hurl
back in the memher’s teeth. T is a
dirty insinuation. I was one of the
leaders of the movement. ’

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must not use that language towards a mem-
ber of the House. T should have called
him to wder for his reference to the
Minister for Mines. had that gentleman
been a member, but T could not do so
in the present circumstances.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am sorry T trans-
gressed the rules of the House; I did not
try to. but I used the language in the
heat of the momeni. I may have used,
wiren gpeaking, language suitable to the
oceasion, buf it was not in aceord with
the Standing Orvders. T was one of the
leaders in that dispute, on which ocea-
sion through the aetion of the Govern-
ment, we were dragged before the courts
at almost a moment’s notice. When they
found we could nol come to terms, we
were handed suwmmonses, whieh  were
backed up by the CGovernment. imme-
diately we left the Premier’s office.  Al-
though we received those summonnses lale
on the Friday night, we were dragged
into Court early on the Monday momn-
ing. On every occasion when the repre-
sentatives of the men tried to get justice
and brought cascs aganst the employers
in the same trouble, the magistrates re-
fused to sit and try the cases, and the
actions consequently hung on for vears.
That iz an example which bears out the
statement I made that justice is prosii-
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tuted in this State. To refer to the
question of (he use of personalities, lei
us take remarks made by the supporters
of the Government. One of the Govern-
ment candidates in Perth used the fol-
lowing words:— !
‘‘Electors—Are yon going to vote
for a candidate whose followers glory
in fryving 1o damn the character of an
honest ¢itizen? YWill yon support such
seandalous taetics? Cap you expeet
pure politics from a bed of coreup-

- tion 7"’

This is an example of some niee remarks
made by the suppmters of the Govern-
ment.

The Premier: By
made?

Mr. HOLMAN : By Mr. Veryard. He
published these remarks hroadeast through
the land. I have mentioned these things
to show that personalties and abuse do
not eome from this side. Tf they have
donze so there has been justification. What
has been the abuse that has come from
this side? Was it the reference that was
made in the House ko the fact that Faiz
Mahomet seeured £2,000 of the people’s
money, a sum which the Government were
noi justified in paying, and an amount
abont which- the House was not given
any information at all, although the
House refused to grant compensation to
this man. Even the Courts refused to
give anything, and yet we find that Faiz
Mahomet in an underhand manner got
through Parliament £2,000 of the people’s
money, and the Government did not have
tlte manliness 1o show on the Estimates
where the money was paid from.

The Premier: It was given on the ad-
vice of a Judge of the Supreme Court.

Mr. HOLMAN: Parliament is above
the Supreme Court or any of the Judges,
and T say that Parliament decided that
no compensation should be given. This
question should not have heen considered
by Ministers without Parliament having
been first consulted. This is one of the
things that makes one feel suspicious.
Bul. I am satisfied that the money,
although paid to Faiz Mahomet, was not
received by him. That money was given
to Faiz Mahomet to pay—the Minister
for Works is looking at me as if I were

whom were they
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inferring that he took it, but T am not.
The money was given to Faiz Mahomet
-0 pay some of the heavy law costs and fo
fee some of the sharks of the legal pro-
fession, and I say ihis with all due apol-
oy to lhe hon. member for West Perth,
because he was not fortunaie enough to
to be in that case. Then we can refer
to the faet that the Treasurer has
brothers and sons-in-law who were able
to get into wood positions. We men-
tioned these facts in the House and we
were charged with indulging in person-
alities. YWe know that the Treasurer
when he was Minister for Works seeured
for his brother-in-law a niee position as
supervisor of jeities at o very fair salary.

Mr. FPoulkes: When was that?

Mr. HOLMAN : When the Treasurer
was Minister for Works,

The Minister for Works: This gentle-
man was a supervisor who had been work-
ing for the department on and off for at
least a dozen vears.

Mr. HOLMAN : At that time he was
not working for the State.

The seinester for Works: He had been
working for fhe department for at least
a dozen vearz on and off.

Mr. HBOLMAN: He was working on
the goldfields on the wuter supply, but
I do not know that that would edu-
cate i to fill a position as supervisor.
On (his question of water supply I am
reminded that a man holding the position
of a hydraulic engineer also received
some other pesilion and it looks as if
men who have heen engaged in laundry
work or anything of that kind eould
secure appointments in the serviee. I
only mention this to show that when we
deal with personalities we deal with facts.
I was o Minister of the Crown for fen or
12 months, and T had relatives in West-
ern Australin perhaps as poor as anyone
m the country, and I would feel disgraced
if I hiad to admit new that T found a post-
tion for any of those relalives when there
were others in the State who were far
more able and more competent ta do the
work. After what has been stated I Feel
it necessary to defend myself and what
I have stated on the public platform I
hiave been able to prove, and I can say it
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here tuu without fear. One of the ques-
tions that we should look at as a non-
party ruestion is that of mining develop-
ment, and [ shall always be prepared to
look on that question from such a point
of view, hecause unless we foster our
mining industry we will have little chanee
of building it up as it should be huilt
up. I do not mean io infer that we have
no other resources in the State. I do
not say that all our possibilities are bound
up in mines and minerals, but we should
be in a position fo pay more aiteniion to
this important indnstry and develop it
more than has besn doue in the past. As
far as [ am concerned 1 will always be
only too willing and too pleased to give
all the assistanee T can in that direction,
immaterial of who occupies the Treasury
bench. I ean look back with pride to
some of the work earried out in the Mines
Department on my suggesiion. Only a
few vears ago Meekatharra was strug-
gling along and T was instrumental in
having the system of time crushing in-
troduced, which practically saved that
place and brought it to the front. The
people ai that time were paying from 10=.
to 12 a ton for their erushing aud T was
instrumental in having the time system
hrought into foree. which allowed men to
erush their stome at the rate of from 7=
to 8s. T am pleased to see in the Gover-
nor’s Speech mention is made of the car-
rving oul of the railway to Meeka-
tharra 2t an early date. Members will
remember that a resolution was earried
in this House last session to the effect that
the line should be constructed at the earl-
iest possible moment. T only hope that
the work will be pushed on, because it
will mean that the possibilities of the dis-
trict will be considerabhly henefited and
the chances are that employmenl will be
found there for 1,000 more men than there
are engaged there at the present time. In
connection with the administration of the
Mines Depatrtment we might look to the
treatment that is being meted out to the
people in that part of the State—I refer
to Meekatharra.  Bven at the present
time, although strongly urged to do so,
the Mines Department have absolutely
refused to give a water supply to some
parts of the Golden Miles which exist in
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that portion of the State. We lhave
there a line of reef far longer than any
in Western Australia. We have a belt of
comtry extending for 36 miles which is
auriferous right through. Some of the
best returns have been seenred in that
part of the State. There in many cases
the miners treat their stone by the pound
and reeeive onnces br return. We cannot
look to the sueeess of the mining industry
by securing ounces from the pound of
stone; we must secure pennyweights from
the ton, and we should be in a position
to treat ore at the lowest possible rates
so as to give those holding low-grade
properties a chance of treating those
preperties at a low rate. What has
hindered mining bas beexr the administra-
tion of the past few years. During the
receni elections, that has heen driven
home with sueh forece that the people
have not failed to recognise it. In all
the mining constituencies in Western Aus-
tralia we have had a unanimous expres-
sion of opinion that the administration
is tninous to the industry, and I am pre-
pared to show by facts that that is abso-
Intely eorrect. We know this full well,
that one of the Minister’s (Mr. Greg-
ory’s) bad proposals—and if was adopted
fo some extent—was the iniroduetion of
a system of greater security of fenure,
the adoption of which in its fnll extent
would have meant ruination to the indus-
try. It would have meant that the or-
dinary small man wounld have been pre-
vented from securing any ground at all.
Even at the present time we find that
the prospector received very little en-
couragement. We tind that exemption is
being granted to properties which are
locked up and amalgamation is allowed,
but the ordinary small man cannot get
assistanee in any shape or form. 1 wil!
quete one or two instanees to show what
has been done.  For iustance, we have
a case on the Murchison at the present
time which I might quote. Over six
moenths ago some men applied for the
forfeiture of a lease. The ease was
heard before Warden Troy. The War-
den would not forfeit the lease, hbut he
fined the eompany £50 for not fulfilling
the labour conditions. That case was
sent on to the Minister in Perth in April
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or May last, and it was not until last
QOctober that the Minister gave a dew-
sion. That is to say, for £50, that com-
pany was allowed to hold that property
lacked up without deing any work on it
The Minister for Mines allowed them
to hold that property for six months
for the sake of this fine. Take also the
Legacy leases held by prospectors, men
whe have worked for 14 years in the
goldfields of this country, men who
brought money here and who made money
and spent it, men with whem I worked
on the Murchison over 15 years ago.
They discovered these leases, got a reward
claim, worked the leases, spent every
penny they had on them, and then were
compelled to go away and work for
wages in order to get more money with
which' to develop their own leases. A
mining speculator came along, jumped
the leases, and the case was heard before
Warden Troy. He decided that a fine
would meet the case and he fined the
prospectors £25. The speculator got be-
hind the warden, came down to Mr.
Gregory, and by some back-door in-
fluence got to the Minister’s ear, and
the result was that instead of upholding
the decision of the warden the Minister
took those leases away from those pros-
pectors, the Parker brothers, and gave
them to the speculator, against the re-
commendation of the warden. These
prospectors who brought money to West-
ern Australia and made money here, who
went out to open up fresh eountry,
erecfed machinery on their properties—
what consideration were they shown by
the Minister for Mines? The speculator
came along with back-door influence and
the men were robbed of their vears of
hard work and the leases were given to
the speculator. Look at the difference
in the case of the Star of Aberdare.
That was held by a speculator who never
did a day’s work. Bxemption was
uranted and tributers were allowed on
the leases. Applications for forfeiture
were made from time to time. The
warden on the Eastern (foldfields recom-
mended that they should be forfeited.
The case was sent on to Mir. Gregory
and he refused to forfeit the leases. He
would not give them to the prospeetor
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but hie gave them back to the speenlator.
That is whai they call pure administra-
tion. I say it is absolutely rotten, and
no man should give such a decision when
it is agaiost the best interests of the
mining industry in Western Australia,
and against the interests of men who
have tried to make the State a decent
place to live in. Then again, we wonder
why our gold yield is declining. The
renson  is  because  (housands of
acres of our best gold-bearing land are
locked up under exemption ai the pre-
sent time. Men are willing to work
these leases, but capnot get them. Yet
this heavenbarn administrator states he
1s the only man who has ever admini-
siered the Mines Department properly.
Well, let us have no administrator in the
Mines Department at all and we will get
better results. Can vou wonder at the
gold yield declining ? The Star of the
Easi has been under exemption practi-
cally for the last six years. Yef they
can get another term for it. Then Jook
at the question of assistance to prospec-
tors. 1 know seores of legitimate pro-
speciors who have never asked for it,
and [ know other good men who have
asked for assistance and have nof got
it. Others of the Tom Duff type—he is
a goad enough fellow and 1 wish to say
nothing about him personally; but he
has never dene much prospecting in West-
ern Australin. He comes along and be-
ciause he has inflnence he can get assist-
ance to go out prospecting. The party
I vefer to are these : there is Dufl, one
of the syndieate; there is My, Quinlan,
the Colonial Secretary, the Attorney
General, Mr. (regory’s hirother, and
Tom Duff. They came and got horses

and caris and provisious to go out, while-

other men who have spent hundreds of
thousands of pounds in prospecting in
Western Australia eannot get a shilling
when they want it.

My, Bolton : YWhai is the initial ex-
pense?

The Premier : What did they do 7 They
put £10 in the hat to give a man a start.

Mr. HOLMAN: And the Government
put a horse and ecart and some other
things in the hat and ihey shook them all
ap and they went out and slept under
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the hat. They could not do any prospect-
ing, ineluding the Minister’s brother,
who is a tinsmith like himself.

The Premier : What are you ?

My, HOLMANX: I bhave been a miner
and prospector for many vears past, and
the Premier knows full well that .in
parts of the distriet we visited a short
time ago I was une of the farthest ount
15 vears ago. 1 have followed mining
since 1 was 13 yvears of nge. and if I was
to go out of ihis House to-morrow I
could po baek 1o mining and would never
go to the Minister for assistance. Therve
is another yuestion that eauses doubt in
my mind as to whether the poliey
adopted is a wise one or noi. I asked
questions in the House only a day or so
ago. 1 asked those questions in connee-
tion with the purchase of the cyanide
plant at Wiluna. It is practically use-
less. 1t is of no value to anvbody. Now
we find that this plant is purchased by
the Government and that £100 has been
paid for it. I know the old plant very
well, and T know it is of no value at all.
Mr. Urqubart. the owner of this plant,
has been allowed to carry on work for
years at the expense of the prospectors
out there. 1 will read you a letter I
have received :—

Y Dear Sir,—l see the Governmeut
has purchased the cyanide plant of
Urquhart’s, Can you ascerfain ithe
price paid and the reason for buying.
I is stated that the batlery manager
declined to take delivery with the re-
sidues in the vats, but on wiring Perth
was instrueted to do so. As the plant
must be worn out there has evidently
been some hanky-panky work and we
will have the Minister telling us of the
amonnt expended for the benefit of
Wiluna, not mentioning how much his
officers or friends make out of it,”’

As I say, I know this plant well, and it
is a disgrace to pay £100 for it, and I
know that Urqubart is not the best man
in the world.

The Premier :
bhody's ?

Mr. HOLMAN; I do not know whether
he is or not. T know an application was
maie to have him put on the list of Jus-

Is he a relative of any-
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tices of the Peace. Word was sent me
from the Premier’s office. 1 advised that
he should be put on the list, He was not
put on at the time, but shortly afterwards
he was. After I specially said, that to
the best of my opinion fhe man was not
fit {o be placed on the list, he was placed
on through some influence or other. That
was the gentleman who applied for a li-
cense a liitle while ago when a private
and confidential letter was sent to the
magistrate sitting in the Liceusing Cowrt.
I am pleased to say that Warden Clifton
dealt with that letter as a magistrate
should. But this man who ean sell cast-
oft machinery to lhe Government can get
a license granted to him. Still I am
pleased to say we have zome magistrates
on the beneh who protect the people of
the State and refuse to he carried away
by private and eonfidential letters. Take
a different watter, which st exereise
the minds of hon. members and people
of Western Australia. That is the posi-
tion of onr industrial world in Western
Australia at the present time. e have
labour diffieuities and we know those diffi-
culties have been brought about to a great
extent by concessions that have been
granted. Take the Nallan concession,
which never should have heen granted. T
bave been informed that one. Baxter, se-
cured this concession. It is a marvellons
thing that Baxier, after he secured this
concession, did not do muech work upon
it.

My, Ieitmann; He did none at all.

Mr. HOTMAN : He sold the concession
for £500 or £600. That shows you what
is done with these concessions.

The Premier: What is the concession?

Mr. HOLMAN: The right to construct
a tramway. T have not seen the agree-
ment, but T believe it gave them the rails
and sleepers for a certain time free of in-
terest. However, al the preseni time,
just to show xou the position we are
placed in, there is seriouws ironble on that
gonecession. No work has been done there
for the last 12 or 15 weeks.

The Premier: That is nol tbe fault of
the contractors.

Mr. HOLMAN : T zax 1t is the fanlt of
the contractors. Some men are prepared
to give sixpence a ton more.
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The Premier: They agreed to submif
the case to arbitration  hefore Warden
Troy and to abide by his decision,

Mr. HOLMAN: T do vot know that, T
know (he men are not satisfied with the
decision. At the same time it shows the
danger of the concession. While men
are prepared to give sixpence a ton niore
they eannot get inte the eomntry. Then
there is the trouble at Kurrawang where
the lines are held by Austrians; the lines
running parallel with the Govermment
line and praetieally in competition with
it.

The Premier: They are not pavallel,

Mr. HOLMAN: They were for some

30 miles. I am speaking of a few years
ago. They have gone oul in another di-

rection now. Still, the trouble may he
serious and may result in all ihe mines on
the Goiden Belr being closed down. What
will that mean to the people throughout
Western Australia? 1 say it iz a highly
dangerous condition of affairs. I remem-
ber vears ago when we pointed out the
danger of bringing out these Ttalians and
foreigners, and here the danger is, face
to faee with us at the present time. It
would not surprise me if it were to prove
one of the most disastrous indusirial
troubles we have ever seen in this State.
The position i+ a serious vne in all re-
spects. These men came from a low-wage
country. They eame ont here and it seemed
something wonderful, and a positive God-
send to them at first ; but now they know
something of the country. And let me
tell those who have advocated the bring-
ing of tliese men inta the country. if
anvthing oceurs in Western Australia as
a rvesult of this and eanses havoe, T hope
the Chamber of Mines and otbers instru-
mental in bringing these men out will be
the first to suffer for having ever brought
them into the country. And 1 am satis-
fied that they would, tvo. T say now that
these men are law-abiding until they
reach a cerlain stage. They are real
rood men =ome of then, and brave men,
too. many of them. -But what they under-
stand in their own country is not what
we understand here. However o show
the @ood of unions, even at the present
time owr unions are helping them, and
standing there and doing their best to
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wei ihe men tu o back io work, and
it is only that the Bririshers are in the
minority—

The Premier: Did I not suggest the
formation of a union in vrder to avoid the
Iazr trouble there?

Mr. HOLMAY : The Premier will ree-
oznise thal where there are 670 men and
only 250 Rritishers and the rest foreign-
ers, it those foreigners like to agres
amongst thenselves fo do a certain thing,
it is useless for 250 men to vote against
35t or more. T am satisfied, and ¥ am
not aleogether displeased. that the trouble
bas taken place, for it may have the effect
of temehing those who hold responsible
positions in Western Australia to pro-
teet our own before they flood the place
with foreigners. At Nallan we have 15
men and ouly 25 are DBritishers. 1
wonld like to see a good go; but T wounld
like to see those who hrought them into
the country getting knoeks from both
sides. Our unions throughout Western
Anztralia are noi going fo see these men
starved into submission, whether Italians
or Austrians or any other nationality.
We are going to stand by them. and
even aft the present time we are sending
assistance to some of the men at Nallan
and dning everything pnssible, and going
into personal danger in an endeavour to
prevent these troubles. The member for
Forrest haz gone up to Knrrawang to try
and see if he can get them back to work
and so avert further trouble, relying on
the assistance we expected from the Gov-
eritment, and which they should give to
see that these men are justly treated.

The Premier: Have not the (Govern-
ment given that in the past {

Mr. HOLMAXN: But not in all cases.
The attitude these men have adopted in
seeing that their grievances are redressed
is not the aftitude I would advoeate. T
mnintain that before ceasing work in any
industry every possible means of settling
the trouble peacefully shounld be tried.
Look at the trouble last vear in the Soutb-
West. where 2.000 men were idle for 14
weeks, and after a severe strupgle went
back to work. I say without fear of eon-
tradiction. and the Premier knows it as
well as T do, that these men are not re-
ceiving justice, they are not receiving,
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since the settlement of the trouble, the
treaiment tbey should receive. What I
mean to do is, that unless the trouble is
fixed up in the near future, I shall move
the House to have the £20,000 concession
to the timber companies taken away
from them. Tf they are going to rob the
people working for them of that to whieb
they are justly entitled, the taxpayers
should have the benefit of this concession
and not the companies, The Government
give {he companies a concession of
£20,000 a year at a time when our finances
are in their present condition, when we
have £70,000 deficit in one nonth.

The Premier: For what was the relief
given? In arder to allow an increase
of wages.

M. HOLMAN: Long before the
trouble took place £17,000 odd was given.
Some concession was given by the present
Government. I do not know whether the
Premier did it deliberately, but he was
incorreet, and [ deny it—he said that he
had Holman aud Bath in the hag over
this matter. hecause they had asked for
the coucession. ‘That is absolutely in-
correct and I am surprised at the Premier
making the statement.

The Premier: Your solicitor did it on
your behalf.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is absolutely in-
correct.

The Preniier: 1 bave a letter.

Mr. HOLMAN: T know the letter and
evervthing else,. We deelined to he z
party to the concession. The statement
was made hy the Premier that the conces-
gion was about £8,000; but after the
meeting the Premier apologised to Mr.
Thomas for waking the statement.

The Premier : I said that the rebate of
£20.000 was given to the whole indusiry,
and thai ii was given as the result of
the reenmmendation of an inguiry board
appointed by the Daglish Governmenf.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes; that was the
first eoncession. Ii was a coneession all
the same, and it was supposed to be given
for the betterment of the workers in the
industry. I admit thai the workers in
the industry are hetter treated than be-
fore. but they are not receiving what they
are justily entitled to under the agree-
ment that was made. I drew attention
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to the matter last session as a matter of
urgeney which I was not allowed to de-
bate at any length, hut unless the matter
is settled satisfactorily I shall again move
the House. [ e¢an produce the correspon-
dence and the agreement whereby the
men were to have certain information
within 14 days of the settlement; but so
far the company have absolutely refused
to give us that information. We know
well the position. Had the men in the
South-West been of the same ealibre as
those men on the fields where the trouble
has just taken place we would have
had very serious trouble in the South-
West before this. A week or two ago
hundreds of men eeased work, but the
officers of the union have heen able to
persuade them to go back to work to
fry to settle the trouble in a peaceable
manner, and while we ean get justice for
the men there will e no trouble, but T
shall be the first to advoecate a ecessation
of work at the bimber mills unless these
men céan get the justice they should have,
If they do not we shall have trouble
again. [ ean assure members that be-
fore many months are over this may
come about. T do not say it with any in-
tention of intimidating. 1 have gone to
the Premier about it and have done my
best. to have the matter settled. T give
the Premier credit for interceding and
trying to bring about a settlement, but
what T want to see is the full force of
the CGrovernment nsed to compel the eom-
pany to treat the men properly, or else
take away the concession .given to the
industry aud let the taxpayers of Western
Australia receive the henefit of it. How-
ever, a5 I shall deal with this question
more fully at another time I shall not de-
lax members longer upon it. There
are several important matters I eould deal
with in connection with the timber indus-
try, but I do not intend to go more fully
into them now. [ should like to refer to
some of the questions that will erop up
in this debate. There is the matter of
the inerease to members’ salavies. T am
satisfied that members representing the
goldfields distrieis in particular are put
to a loss every vear for travelling, post-
ages and telegrams and other expenses,
and T am satisfied also that the people
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of Western Australia are convinced that
members shonld have an increase in
salary. Mention has been made In the
House of Ministers and members travel-
ling about, bt T helieve that Ministers
and members should travel throughout
the length and breadth of the State to see
for themselves the possibilities and needs
of the various districts. Money spent in
that direction is well spent, However, I
strongly object to men going up to the
back country using State motor cars for
political purposes. The Premier will re-
member that he had a speecial train to
come away from a political meeting at
Busselton.

The Prewier: llywas a goods train.

Mr. HOLMAN: A preity good {rain,
Il seemed to run very conveniently,

The Premier - 1 had to wait three hours
for it.

Mr. HOLMAN: In regard to the Pre-
mier’s remarks econcerning the elections
and party funds used by the lLabour
party for the suppmt of their candi.
dates, we know that we have nst behind
ns the timber combines or meat rings
utilising their funds in support of those
protecting them. The Premier said I
offered to pay a man a pound a day and
tucker to contest the seat at Bunbury.
It is absolutely jucorreet. 1 never made
sueh an offer. [ said in Bunbury that
I would like to see a man contesl the
seat against the Premier. If we had
had a man contesting the seat against the
Premier we might have had a ehange
on the Ministerial bench. In all prob-
ability the lesson we learned at the last
general elections will give us food for
refleetion, and probably we will have a
man eoutesting the eleetion at Bunbury
on the next oceasion.

The Premier ; That would be £25 for
the Treasury.

Mr. HOLMAN: At any rate ihe
cheques of that man would not be float-
ing about the Palace Honiel like the
cheques of some men who lost ileir
deposits at the last election. T was of-
fered a £15 cheque for £5, but I
thought it a bad spec. However, the
man who held the cheque was told to go
to the Palace Hotel. At the Palace
Hotel he was told thai they would see
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the Treasurer and see wheiher it could
be fixed up or not. That is an absolute
faet. The man who held the cheque
wasg told by Mr. Dyke to go to the Palace
Hotel, and the negotiations concerning
the cheque took place at that hotel.

The Premier: Yon might hbave a
cheque of vonr own dishonoured some
day.

Mr. HOLMAN: In all probability, but
I do not think if my cheque is dishonoured
1 would send it to the Palace Hotel.

The Premier: Some of your party have
heen there.

Mr. HOLMAN: 1 know that some of
them have been there. The Premicr has
been very generons to them and has sent
them home with a cheque for £15 for
work done at the Dwily News office or
somewhere elzse, The position regarding
the elections was put very nicely hy the
member for Pilbara. He said that an-
other victory like that of the Government
at the last elections would mean a change
in the occupancy of the Treasury bench.
The Opposition arve satisfied with the re-
sult; they are satisfied that as soon as an-
other election takes place we will be in a
much hefter position than to-day. The
Prewmier made a boast before the elections
that we would come back with abont 13
members.

The Premier: T did not: I said from
thirteen to twenty.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am speaking of he-
fore ihe elestions. That was the esti-
mate given, thirteen or fourteen.

The Premier: You said you would get
twenty-six.

Mr. HOLMAN : Well, if we had got
fair “doos” we might have,

The Premier: If you had not had with
you 14 Labour Senators you would not
have got within cooee of what you did.

Mr. HOLMAN : There must be a diff-
erence in the calibre of the men. If they
won every seat they visited, the Premier
lost every seat where he went.

The Premier: You said I won one.

Mr. HOLMAN: If you had lost that
seat the country would have been better
off, and the Premier and his ecolleagues
also. In regard to support given by the
Press and in regard to electioneering fac-
ties, we know that everything was not of
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ihe best during the slections. There was
a man in the Sussex electorate support-
ing a Labour candidate. He was a good
Labour supporter. He was an old iden-
fity, but a remark was made to him that
he would be made a Justice of the Peace
if he would turn round and support
Frank Wilson. The 3finister for Works
tutns up his nose at that, but it is an ab-
solnte fact. 1 ean give hin the name of
the man who made the offer, and the
name of the man who received the offer.
The Premier will know them. The man
has nathing to gain by making it known.
It only shows what might have been done
but did pot ecome out to gain support for
the Government. Take, for instance, the
sending Ilome of Mr, Wallace Nelson.
I do not think lie is the best lecturer we
could send, and I do not know about
Press support, but there is a tendeney
among Ministerialists o ran newspapers
of their own in which they do not treat
Opposition candidates fairly. I remem-
her the Prewmier’s paper down at Bun-
bury.

The Premier: It was aecused of traduc-
ing Sir John Forrest.

My. HOLMAN: Perhaps some of their
other sins will be forgiven for their deing
justice to that gentleman at last. We
have Ministers owning newspapers, ‘or
being shareholders in newspapers.

Mr. Foulkes: Who are theyv?

Mr. HOLMAN: The Premier is in-
terested in the newspaper at Bunbury.

The Premier: Only as a shareholder.

Mr. HOLAMAN : The Minister for Mines
is interested in fthe North Coolgardie
paper. Certainly they are very poor
papers, otherwise they would not adopt
the attitudes they do. A paper can have
a poliey and fight fairly against me, and
I will gtve it every credit, but we know
that the support of the Press as a whole
in Western Auwustralia was against the
Labour party during the last election.

The Premier: You had the support of
one of the leading morning papers.

Mr. HOLMAN: I except those papers
that took up an attitude in the hest in-
terests of the country. T will say the
Morning Herald, Truth, the Geraldion
Express, and one or two other papers
did very good work at the time.
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The other newspapers, the bulk of the
Press, were against the Labour party,
and that meant a great deal. Again, to
show the taciies adopted by Ministers,
1 have been informed that the opponents
bronght forward against the members
for Kanowna and Mount Margaret were
induced (o do so by promises of substan-
tial support and pavment of expenses.
Avrangements were made to oppose the
member for Cue, but the proposed oppo-
nent said that he would not oppose the
seal unless someone was put up to fight
my seal. I had information of that from
the candidate’s own brother. I knew it
hefore the contest took place, and I hope
a lesson will have been taught those re-
sponsible for bringing the. man against
me.

My, Heitmann @ The only fear I had
was that the papers would be with me.

Mr. HOLMAN: An offer was made of
£200 in order o get & man out againgt
the Leader ot the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
g0 as to prevent him assisting the
other Labour candidates. That is a fact.
The meat ring and other combinations
who were opposed (o the Labour party
did their best to prevent us from obtain-
ing the support of the people, and a eon-
siderable sum of money was spent with
this ubject in view. Ourv policy, how-
ever, is such that we need not fear. Be-
fore long the peopte will learn that we
are hest fitted to carry on the affairs of
the Stale on their behalf. The future
elections will prove that. The result of
the election at Menzies, and of the elee
tions in all the goldfields constituencies,
practically provided a vote of censure
on the Government. The resuli showed
that all the mining eonstitueneies were
against the man who has held office as
Minister for Mines for some years past.

The Premier: And he was the man
responsible for your presence in the
House.

Mr. HOLMAN : That is absolutely in-
correct. Ilad I known the calibre of
that gentleman I would not have had a
word of support from him. The reason
ke came up to support me was not to get
me into Parliament, for he had never
seen me nor heard me, but T was the
anly man who could win the seal and he
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came up in order to get his party ioto
office. 1t was at that very time that the
present Minister for Mines called the
present Treasurer ovne of the greatest
““hoodlers’’ in the evuntry. but now he
sits cheek by jowl with him. The pre-
sent Minister ¢ame up and spoke against
the laie Mr. Moorhead, one of the best
wien in the country, who was worth tew
thousand Gregoryvs, and I am now sorry
I opposed a man like that in order ta
ubtain the return of a man like Mr.
Gregory: I was innocent then, however.
As soon as Mr. Gregory returned from
the (rip and the elections were over
there was included in the Ministry one
of the greatest turneoats in the eountry
in the person of Mr. Rason. Can a man
possibly rely on one who gould act like
Mr. Gregory did on that occasion.
They say that he was rvesponsible for
bringing me here, but I then held the
position whieh I do now, and ihat is to
oppoze as strongly as I possibly ¢can men
who have been referved to and who have
been proved to be “‘boodlers’’ in West-
crn Australia. T will do that on every
possible oceasion.

The Premier : We are all referred to
25 “‘boodlers’” and are used to it.

AMr. HOLMAN: And it suits most of
those so deseribed. With regard to the
Mines administraiion, it has been shown
that the position taken up by the Gov-
ernment on the question of grealer seeu-
rity of tenure was disastrous. Thal
position should bhe dropped altogether
whether the Minister is returned for
Menzies or not, We know well what
influence is being brought to bear in
order to try and ecateh votes for Mr.
Gregory at this election, and an example
of that is provided in promises made to
call tenders for slimes plants, eteetera
in Menzies and Leonora, and there iz un-
doubtedly ilhe instnuation that the decis-
ion on this question might depend upon
the result of the election. One need not
be surprised when such things are done if
Mr. Gregory is returned. Is that fair
fighting? No. In a leading article in
the North Coolgardie Herald appears the
following :—

“The Mines Department is inviling
alternate tenders for a slimes plant to
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be erected at the Menzies and Leuvnura

Slaie mills. Tenderers are asked io

tender, 1, for the supply and erection

of vacuum slimes lreatment plants and
submit eomplete specifications, designs,
and details of plant offered. 2, for
the supply and erection of vacuum
slimes treatment plani for ihe above-

meniioned balteries as per plans, . . .

That promise is now being redeewmed,

and nol only at Menzies but Leenora

also are slimes plants to be installed,
which installation is more to the ad-
vantage of the department than the
progpecior now that the prospectors

tallimges arve bonght right out. . . . L.

As a matter of fact. the Morning Her-

ald, whose hostility to the Minister is

well known., is now insinuating that
the slimes plant is to be erected at

AMenzies  for electioneering purposes.

If a slimes plant is wanted at Leonora

surelv it is required more so at Men-

zies where so much slimes are lying
idle. As matters now stand the pros-
pectors of Menzies have to wait until
afler the election hefore their request
will receive consideration at the hands
of the Mines Department. We trust
that it will then be favourably consid-

ered, as the matter is not only of im-

portance to the prospectors but also to

the business people of the community.”
One can see the thinly veiled inference
there. That is most unfair fighting. The
position is this, that if it is a question of
having either a Minister like Mr. Gregory
or none at all, let ns do without one.

Mr. Heilmann :
without lim.

Mr. HOLMAN: And then with regard
to the Electoral Aet and the position of
the postal votes in conneclion with the re-
cent election for Menzies, and the hearing
of the petition which followed it, I am
quite satisfied that the attitude of the At-
torney General in this matter was not the
correct one. He should have given us an
explanation on this question long before
this. As I stated the other night, he mis-
led me in the remarks he made when the
Bill was hefore the House. and it is un-
fair that sueh a state of affairs as has
arisen =hould have heen hrought about
either owine to the incompetence of the
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Attorney (eneral or by ithe wilful mis-
leading of members, who were thus thrust
into a trap. On this question the benour

'of the Attorney General has heen attack-

ed, and he should have made a statement
to the House long ere this. 1 am sorry
indeed he is not here to-night to proteet
himself. I asked him fo be in his
seat, sa¥ing I would speak un this ques-
tion. I have here the remarks he made
when lhe Bill was before the House, but
as they have been read I will not repeat
them. He stated, however, that if n per-
son‘s name appenred on the vol printed
within (hree months of the day of the
eleclion he was pmesamably eiditled o
vote. We now find that those  men
who voted at the election were chal-
lenged by the serutineer for Jr. Buza-
eott.  Although we know that those men
voted against Mr. Buzacort. althongh we
know that all the illegal work was done
on the other side, still when the case
came inlo Court Mr. Buzaeolt had no
chanee. Although a layman, T will pre-
bably be permitied to =ay that Mr.
Buzaeott was absolutely correct, and the
only ones who should have suffered were
those who~should have been prosceuted
for illegally using a vote withoui having
the vight to do so. Seetion 161 of the
Aet sets (he matter out most clearly,
and Mr. Buzaeoit should net have been
brought into Court at all. T say this,
speaking from the experience of previeus
occasions, when the Electoral Met. with
Mr. Buri in charge, was twisted inside
ont in order to give ihe ofher side every
possible opportunity to score a win, Had
Mr. Buzaeott been in Mr. Gregory’s
place on the present oceasion the de-
cision of the Atftorney General’s father-
in-law would have been altogether dif-
ferent.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon.
must not reflect on a Judge.
withdraw that.

Mr. HOLLMAN: If I may not do it
I will withdraw it, but I will pevhaps
deal with the question by direet motion
later on.

Mr. Draper : No it outside this Honse.

Me. HOLMAN : Probably if the hon.
memher hears me make speeches at all
outside he will hear me say these things.

memher
He nfust
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Mr. Foulkes: Ou a point of order.
The hon. member has not withdrawn the
remark he made.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am waiting for the
hon. member to withdraw.

Mr. HOLMAN: In aceordance with the
rales of the House I withdraw, Will
that satisfy the member for Claremont?
'The hurried manper in which the case was
rushed forward did not give Mr. Buza-
eott, the justice he should have received.
There was the petition lodged on-the Gth
and the rules were gazetted on the 9th.
These rules were signed by Mr. Keenan,
and they practically allowed Mr. Buzacott
to be muleted in costs.

The Premigr: Could he not have ap-
plied for an adjournment of the hearing?

Mr. Foulkes: Of course he could have
done so.

My. HOLMAN : I do nof know whether
he could.

The Minister for Works: THd he ap-
ply?

My, Boltorn: He had no oporfunity that
you know of,

Mr. HOLMAN: What would have been
‘the result if he had applied and received
an adjonrnment? He would have heen
muleted in £600 or £700 costs insiead of
£400, We know the sharks who deal with
these cases, and that the ‘longer a case
holds on the higher the eosts pile np. Be-
fore the decision of the Judge was hardly
dry in.the Press the firm of soleitors ap-
pearing for the petitioner sent in their
bill of costs to see if they could not make
Mr. Buzacott bankvupt, and so prevent
him from going on with the new election.
It is not honest to rush in a hill of eosts
like that in the quickest time on record.
The same thing oceurred in my own case
in connection with the petty police court
action. On that oeeasion men who posed
as honourable men used their positions to

. try and break up the trouble by locking

up the men’s money, and in that pettv
case in the police court the hill of costs
amounted to £436. In the recent elec-
tioneering case men were hrought down
from the fields and put into the witness
box to prove that a certain man voted,
whereas that man was himself living with-
in ten miles of Perth and could have
given evidence. Other actions of a simi-
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lar nature were taken. Can a man feel
safe when suoch decisions are given? The
same thing may be repeafed in conneec-
tion with the election now on, and I would
not put it past those engaged in the fight.
Despire the decision of the Judge I am
satisfled that in a case sueh as that which
was recently tried, the law would allow
the Judge to scrutinise the hallot papers
in dispute and see whether they were all
right.  The law says that the Judge mmnst
be satisfied (hat those votes altered Lhe re-
sult of the eleetion. I am satisfied that
those votes would not have altered the
result of the election; they were illegally
¢ast and should have been serntinised. I
demand that the Attorney General makes
an explanation as to why he made the
statement he did when the Bill was before
the House, and why he misled the House.
This is not the first ease of injustice hav-
ing been done by the same gentleman. We
have referred previously to the case of
Mr. Gerald Browne, a mine manager, who
shot a man and killed him and then was
allowed to leave the country withont
standing his trial. That case provides =
standing blot on the justice of the coun-
try for all time. Then there is the caze
of Warden Hicks. The Minister tried io
damn that man for ail time, and he went
to the paltry North Coolgardie Herald
and made ceriain statements to  them
whieh were published. Warden Hicks
brooght him ‘into couri for this and he
received damages, but the State paid those
damages and costs. The Stafe had fo pay
this sum owing to the paltry pettishness of
the Minister in trying to kick a man when
he was down. This 15 the man who is
now termed a Heaven-sent administrator.
The fact of the ealling of lenders for the
slimes plant shows what the supporfers
of Mr. Gregory are preparved to do. Again
here we have a letter from the Tieensed
Vietuallers’ Assoeciation, daled the 15th
instant. Tt reads:—

““Dear Sirs,—T am instructed by my
Committee to urge the Iieensed Vie-
tuallers in the Menzies electorate to
use every endeavour within their
power to seeure the return to Parha-
ment of Mr. H. Gregory who is stand-
ing for election in the Ministerial in-
terest. Tt iz of vital import that the
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trade should retorn w Parlament
those who are committed to fairplay,
seeing that an Amending Licensing
Rill materially affects the welfare of
all connected wilh the liguor interest.
J might add that the trade have a
better chance of securing this from
the present Government than from
any other source, and it conseguently
behoves all connected with Licensed
houses to leave no stone unturned to

secure Mr. Gregory’s re-eleetion. My
Assoeiation asks that all Licensed

Victuallers shall be alive tuv this faect,
and I feel sure my Committee will not
appeal in vain for yonr loyal and un-
divided support in the desired diree-
tion—Yours faithfully, (8zd.) A. W.
B. Mather, Seeretaryv.™

The Premier : Ts that the Mather who
18 the Secretary of the Temperance Alli-
anee?

Mr. HOLMAXN: Mr. Mather is the
Secretary of the TLicensed Vietnallers’
Assoeiation. When these people appeal
to the Licensed Vietuallers up there, it
is eoming to a pretty pass, but it is
not only to the publicans that the appeal
wns made; the pawnbrokers were also
asked to put in a voice. Here is another
letter, written from 19 William Street,
Perth. I think it is the German Clab.

The Premier: You were down there
the other night they say?

Mr. HOLMAN: If they say so I sup-
pose 1t is quite correct, but 1 will read
the letter which is to Mr. C. Wilhausen.
It says:—

“Dear Friend,—I am taking this
opportanity te appeal to you on my
own and on my friends’ behalf re the
Menzies election. The petition which
bas just been heard in the Supreme
Court bere has brought irregularities
to light on the part of Mr. Gregory’s
opponent which took place at that elec-
tion. and consequently the election has
been upset. As there will be & new
election, I take this step and appeal fo
vou in the name of all foreigners in
Western Australia not only voting, but
also using all your inflnence on Mr.
Gregory’s hehalf. He has always been
a good friend, not only to all German
brethren, but to all foreigners. I can
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assure you thai I know of several cases
where My, Gregory has paid out of
his own pocket persuns’ fares who
wished to go to the fields to work, and
had not the money to get there, I also
remind you of an incident which gave
hinz a great name, not only in the

Commonwealih, but all over the world.

That was the Bonnievale disaster,

wlere a miner was entombed. Mr. Gre-

gory saw that a life was in greal dan-
ger (the man was a foreigner) and
acted with great promptitude, senling

a special {rain with divers on board te

Bunnievale to rescue this man. Yours

faithfuily, E. KRUG.”

I think I have heard ihe name of Krug
before. So this is the class of peonle
who are asked to assist Mr. Gregory in
his election—the publicans and the pawn-
brokers.

The Premier: Another circular might
have been read.

Mr. HOLMAN: A good many wight
have been read, but when a man is com-
pelled to obtain assistance from foreigners
we can remember that we have scen the
result of foreigners coming to the State.
The very existence of the State is ihreat-
ened by these foreigners, and the peaple
are asked to suport a man whose eause
15 advocaled by publieans and pawn-
brokers. What is the ¢onntry ceming to?
Support was asked for Mr. Gregory, be-
cause his interests were said {o he the
interests of the people who wrots the
letter. Perhaps they meant Krug’s &0
per cent. interest. I have shown to.night
who is the prospectors’ friend, and 1 have
shown where e has abselutely robbed
the prospector,

The Premier: Mr. Speaker, I subwit
that the hon. member is a little too strong
in his remarks,

Mr. SPEARER : 1 asked the hon.
memher before to curtail his reference to
AMy. Gregory. Mr. Gregory is not a mem-
ber of the House, but there is a medinm
in all things.

Mr. HOLMAN: I have already given
instances in connection with the Parker
brothers’ leazes, which were taken from
them. I will make the same charges out-
side the House. I say these men were
robbed of their own rights, and not only
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were they heaten for their leases, but
instruction: were given to the warden at
Cue what to do, and then we hear it
said that if Mr. Gregory is not refurned
it will be a national calamity, Why, even
the bellman refused to deliver Mr. Gre-
gorv’s dodgers. T intend to stand up for
my reputation, even in spite of anything
thal may he written in the pallry North
Coolgardic Herald, which is a rag that
the ex-Minister is interested in. He has
made a statement with regard to the rail-
way men, in that paper——

Mr. Foulkes: Don't you think it would
L faiver——

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not want any -
stroetions  from the  hon, member for
Claremont.

Mr. Foulkes: 1 want to point ounl tn
you the fairness of ——

- Mr. HOLMAN: The hon. member for
Claremont should be the last in the world
to talk about fairness. He himselt nas
transgressed the rules of the House to
such an extent that no other man would.
He has tried to take advaniage of a su-
perior edueation to belittle a man. I
would never do such a thing as that, I
was referring to the statements which
were put in this newspaper, and which are
absolute lies. So as to try to make capital
in that electorate, we have these state-
ments published here in big print record-
ing a certain time when I was Minister
for Railways. The statement is as fol-
lows :—

“To fully realise the situation it is
necessary to go back to 1905, At that
time Mr. Holman being Minister for
Railways the men were working under
an industrial agreement. The men
desired concessions which the Minister
would not grant, and it is clearly evi-
dent that thev received no assistance in
any shape or form from Mr. Holman,
or from Mr. Johnson who succeeded
him.”

The papers in my possession show thai [
did everything, and had T been in the
position of Minister for another month,
those railway men would never have hren
Ltoveced into the Arhitratton Court. I
have here one of the last letters thai T
ealt with in that department, where [
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stated that everyone of those ¢laims made
by the men shonld have been granted. The
deliberafe stalement wns made and pub-
lished in this paper, in which the ex-
Minister is interested, that T did nothing
ac all. T have proof that these state-
ments are quite incorreet. I objeet to
men going inte districts making state-
ments which are absolulely incorreet, and
whiclh they know are incorrect with the
object of securing support. If I gained
my seat in this House by adopting such
tacties, I should be ashamed, in Ffact [
would prefer to remain ontside, rather
than do such a thing. I am prond to say
that in the distviet that I lived in he-
iween fifteen and sixteen years, and which
[ have represented for seven years, T won
the seat by ten to one. This shows that
the people there have confidence in me.
I maintain that if & man is to be traduced
behind his back to try to get a certain
position in this House, he is justified
in taking any eourse of acfion to protect
his reputation. I state without fear of
confradietion that had I remained in ilie
position of Minister for Railways another
month, and had it not been for the fact
that I received the telegram that has been
referred (o, T would have seen that the
men were fixed up. As soon as Mr. Gre-
gory beeame Minister for Railways these
men were driven into the Arbitration
Court. We have heard about sweating
on railways, and it has been said there is
no swealing. Charges have been made,
and denials given that there is no sweat-
ing. Tt is denied even at Menzies to-day.
Why shonid our raillways he sweated to
allow the Treasurer and four or five
ladies to travel free on the railways?
A Minister should he allowed to take his
wife and family over our railways when
he is Iravelling anywhere in the interests
of the country, but 1 object to a Minister
of the Crown taking five ladies “on the
nod” to Alhany in the Ministerial ear.
In all probability in defending my own
reputation, and placing facts before peo-
ple in a clear inanner, I have spoken on
some oceasions with a little heat, bat T
assure von, Mr Speaker, it was not done
with any infention of flouting the Chair
or fransgressing the rules of the Touse.
Ti was done because the oceasion war-
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ranted it. Though I am of an excitable
nature, I believe in every member doing
the same, and if they do wrong they
must take the consequences, and that is
what Mr Gregory will have to do. I hope
and trust esech and every member will
wotk in the interests of the country, be-
cause the position in Western Australia
is not satisfactory at the present time,
and it will require the whole energies of
the members of this Chamber, and also
of the other place and of the people of
Western Ausiralia to prevent industrial
troubles taking place. We want to bring
about that tide of prosperity which every-
one desires to see. 1 hope and irust also
that the present immigration policy which
is being carried ont to the detriment of
the eouniry will cease, and that if there
are things to be given that they will be
given to our own people instead of en-
couraging poor unfortunates to ecome out
here and shoot themselves

Mr. BOLTON (North Fremantle): I
have no objection to the adoption of the
maotion, but I objeet to its being carried
until such time as I have had an oppor-
tunity of delivering my protest against
benches of Ministers listening to an in-
dictment such as has been delivered by
the member for Murchison (Mr. Holman)
in a sileste that is perhaps their best

safety. Either the indictment is true or
they cannot reply to it. It is well nigh
time——

The Minister for Works : You did not
talk like that at North Fremantle.

Mr. BOLTON: I talk like thaf, and
talk like it anywhere. I should be very
sorry and ashamed of wyself to sit there
and listen to such remarks and keep still
and say nothing. That is not the way
to carry on the business of the couriry.
It is time the people knew whether we
are to expect an answer to such a seri-
ous indictment as that delivered by the
hon. member. We have heard something
of underhand work. I know a little
underhand work that perhaps the Minis-
ter for Works has been respousible for

at the North Fremantle of which he .

speaks. There I was reported to have
lauded the Premier, which I did in a
personal way and ever will do: but some
underground, underhand., work was
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brought in to show that I bad included
his Ministers, which I should be long
sorry to do.

The Minister for TWorks:
is mulual,

My. BOLTON: I hope it is. There is
one satisfaction on this side of the House
—-with our small nnmbers last Parlia-
ient we rveceived very little attention
from that side of the Hous¢, From the
Liader of the Governmeni we gol
1 little but  from other Ministers
practically none. This session we shall
he able to demand an improvement in this
respect on gecount of our inereased num-
bers. The hon. member claims to have
had a victory at the last election and claims
to have won seats where population has
ipereased. How does he aceount for the
success of this side at Balkatta and at
North Perth; and how also for the mem-
ber for Collie being blown ont, although
the Ministers went down to help their
candidate 9 It does seem to me absurd
to say that only on the goldfields did we
achieve success. It was only at Cool-
gardie that we won a goldfields seat. We
shall win another next Friday I hope.
On the const the Government were sbso-
lutely routed. If a gain to us of four
seats on the coast was a vietory for the
Government, [ eannot understand where
it comes in. Then we can safely count on
the (tovernment ecandidate baving been
defeated at Roebourne. The Government
were giving their moral support to Mr.
A. J. Wilson.

Mr. Underwood: And their finaneial.

The Premier: You had better refer to
the hon. member who has been elected, as
to the action of the Government.

Mr. BOLTON: I believe the attitude
of the hon. member has altered consider-
ably sinee he arrived on the coast. Stll
he will not necessarily be as good and
as blind a follower as certain others were
all the last Parliament. My friend
has got men of more thinking power than
he had in the last Parliament, and if he
counts this a gain he is welcome to his
gain, We are likely to have a similar
gain in like proportion at next election.
That will satisfy wns. I think that if
each and everyone on this side of the
House were to confine his remarks ta

Perhaps it
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a protesi against the silence, evidently
arranged—

The Premier: Absolutely no arrange-
ment at all.

Mr. BOLTON: I accept the statement
of the Premier as sincere. How is it
that nobedy pets up and speaks?

Mr. Johnson : They eannot.

Mr. BOLTON : That is what it means.
But one matter I want to refer to more
especially i5 a question which I am con-
vinced every member should take some in-
terest in, and that is the scandalous action
of the Government in this early closing
matter. There is something of a very
suspicious charaecter about the continunal
chopping and changing of this regula-
tion. T do not altogether want to go over
the whole of the ground again, because
presumahly every public man has fol-
lowed the newspapers and taken an inter-
est in the maiter and so familarised him-
self with the question ag it advanced. I
was a little bit disgusted at the reply by
the Premier to a question of mine to-day.
It was the same old quibbie. The ans-
wer was that notice had been given to-day
to introduce a Bill. When will that be?

The Premier: On Tuesday.

Mr. BOLTON: He cannot do it until
this Address-in-Reply is adopted, and T
suppose he has good reason to expeci that
the proclamation praclanning the day for
the first of December will then have

passed. Why is the proclamation neces-
sary?  Why should fhe alteration he
brought about before Parliament 1is

allowed to diseuss the question? It was
not so when the first petition was pre-
sented to the Colonial Seeretary. No
haste was made then to bring any altera-
tion into foree. They were given as
much time as they liked, to prepare the
other side. After the innovation of
Saturday closing had been bhrought about
there was naturally a ery from some that
it did not suit the place. Tt very soon
died down and after the new system had
been in force for some few months evi-
dently a scheme was formulated for ob-
taining a petition to spring uvpen the Col-

onial Secretary asking for a reversion -

to the Saturday night. Tn ine meantime
most of the business houses and firms and
manufaeturers had arranged an altera-
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tion of pay days.  All this means so
much more work to get back to the old
regime, And then, in the face of that,
the petition presented to tthe Colonial
Seeretary was no good at all. T do not
know whether the Colonial Secretary
sought the opinion of the Crown Law Te-
partment, but I know he gave informa-
Hon to the deputation that if they were to
prepare a petition in a certain manner
they would tie the Government up so that
they had no option. Was that a right
thing to do? 'There were no complaints
from the public. The only complaints
were from one or iwo or three or four
big shops in the City.

The Premier : Absolutely incorrect. 1
have had the small storelieepers waiting
on me night after night with their books
—althongh that did not affeet me. As
a malter of fact T was in favour of the
Saturday half-holiday; but there is mno
option. It has already bheen explained
that we had no option but to take the
action that we did, haeked up by the
apinion of the Crown Solicitor.

Mr. BOLTON: The Colonial Secretary
said the Governnrent had no option but &«
accept the opinion of the Crown Law vl
get rid of the Attorney General. I wish
to goodness they had got rid of (he
Attorney (eneral.  Legal opinion it
divided to-day on the matter.

Mr. Hopking : Have there been
rulings?

Mr. BOLTON: Yes. Stone and Bur
and others have already given opinions
and opinions are divided on this ver
same question. Does it follow that thi
Attorney General is the only legal geniw
in the State?

Mr, Hopkins:
ruling? .

Mr. BOLTON: We are prepared to ge
a ruling, provided they do noi make thi
alteration first. They set the proclama
tion for the 1st December, when the;
knew Parliament could net deal with i
before that day. And again, the are:
affected extends from Midland Junetio
to

any

But why not get ¢

The Premier : Ahout 15 districts, an
the original petition bad absolute majori
ties from each of those districts,
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Mr. BOLTOX ¢ Did the one framed for
vpening on SBaturday night have the
same ?

The Premier : Yes, from Perth.

Mr. BOLTON; The same care was not
exercised and not thought necessary in
that very same pelition as in the first
vne. They delayed it as long as they
possibly eould. Why was it necessary
to make that proclamation issue on the
Ist December! Becauvse the date had
alrendy been tixed for the opening of
I"arliament.  The probable time taken
by the Address-in-Reply was well calcu-
lated by ihese same people, and it fol-
lowed (hat the disenssion eould not take
place in this House on the amendment
proposed by the Premier. Why make
all this trovble on the 1st Deecember, just
at the Chrisimas holidays? It forces the
outlving eentres, ineluding Fremantle
aud Midland Junetion to make the same
petition to the Premier asking for the
optional day. 1t 15 a most unfaic pro-
ceeding, seeing (hai the first petition
was, on the advice of the Colonial Secre-
tary, taken all round lhe districl for a
majority before it was presented to him,
The same posilion did not apply when
the petition was sent to the Colonial
Secretary asking for the optional day.
The peuple now find the Government
have made 1 mess of the proclamatioa.
There is divided opinion as to whai it
means. To some the proclamation means
that they must have the long night on
Saturday or Wednesday, and that there
i# nn option about it. TIf that be the
vase it is another innovation. When the
Satdrday clusing came into force the
shopkeepers naturally iook the long
night v Friday, but the position now
is that thuse who desire to elose on
Satnrdayv cannot have the long night on
Friday but are bound te have it on Wed-
nesday. Does not that lovk as if the
Government have taken this step with
the avowed purpose of foreing those
people, wlio do not helieve in Saturday
opening. into the position that they must
open hieir shops on Saturday, when it
is enly made optional for Wednesday or
Saturday 7 Tt is possible to defer the
proelamailon, or to have the date of its
cominz into foree altered until ihe Housc

{
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has dealt with the matter. 1t will nof
fake very long o do su, and if the mat-
ier is discussed it will not be a waste of
time fur members of Paclinment, repre-
senting the publie, to have an opportu-
nity of discussing ihe (uestion and, if
negessary, providing for a statutory boli-
doy. Why should we not make it manda-
tory that all shops close at the one time?
If we have the diseussion and members
think it preferable that the holiday
should be on the Wednesday, no member
on the Opposition side, nor those mem-
bers on the Government side already
pledged 1o the Saturday Loliday, will be
dissatistied. But let us have (he matler
digseussed Hrst. When il was first mooted
it was mevely a gnestion affecting a few
shop assistants, bul to-day 1( is a burn-
g question.  Meelings have been held
in Lhe various districts affected, and they
bhave condemned the Government for
issuing the proclumation. Of course it
1 all very well for the Colonial Seere-
tary to say that rhe promise has been
made, and that the proclamation must
come into foree, and (hat he eannot go
back on his word. Of course it would
he rather awkward for him, but perhaps
Cabinet ean decide that it shall he with-
drawn, Meetings have been held every-
where. Fremantle has had its meeting,
The people at the meeting were an ad-
mixture of lraders and shop assistants,
and they were unanimously of opinion
that the Saturday haoliday should eon-
tinue, Bui should Fremantle continue
the Saturday holiday what will happen?
If the shops are open in Perth does it
oot follow that the suburban people must
flock 1o IPerth 16 shop ? Midland June-
tion or Fremantle eanuot afford that.
By all means lel us put all the distriets
on the same footing, The Covernment
should not consider that thex have only
a few shopkeepers in Perth io placate.
I wanr explanation on this point, and so
do lhe public at lavee, T was going Lo
make a few remarks about the altera-
tion taking place after the eleetion. The
shop assistants being the only persons
aftected at the early stage of whai is
naw  a hurning publie question, were
eiven their Saturday afternoon and were
lulled into unsuspicion and chose Gov-
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ernment candidates al the elections; but
now the elections are over and the Govern-
ment have taken away their holiday, the
vemarks thai are being passed on Gov-
ernment candidates are not at all flatter-
ing. The shop assistants consider thal
the C(tovernment waited until after the
clections Lo make (he change, and
{hen decided as usual to support the big
man against the small man. The Prem-
ier considered that a great deal of the
suecess of the Opposition was due to their
crilicism on (he meat Ting, and on the
proposed loan or gift of £35,000 to cer-
tain squatters in the North. T confess [
made il one of the chief topies of my
atineks on the Government, and I shall
be glad of the opportunity of repoeating
what 1 said. The eritieism on s point
did zood work in the country.

The Minister for Works :
it a gift or a loan?

My, BOLTON: A loan ov a gift. It
was suppoesed to be a loan for three
vears; and if they could pay it baelk,
very good, but if not we could iake the
works costing £70,000. 1t was not be-
canse of any unfair ecriticism on this
yuestion that the people who were offered
the coneession failed to fake it up; it
was nol that the public were too safely
guarded under the agreement; it was that
publie opinion throughout the Stiate was
entively opposed to the loan ; and T defy
the Premier or the Minister for Works
(o give any specific instance where it was
made a toremost plank in any of the eon-
tests where Government eandidates sought
cleetion on lhe question. Government
supporters innumerable—many of them
were defeated 1 confess—were absolutely
apposed to the loan or aift to the squat-
ters in the North. One case has heen
(noted, an instance | intended to quote
mysell. On the same night that the Prem-
jer spoke on behalf of the Government
candidate for Balkatla, in reply to the
criticism that emanated from myself, fol-
lowed afterwards by Mr. LeMesurier, he
¢poke for an hour about the unfair treat-
ment he had reeeived in eonneetion with
(e Tuan or gift : and then he was followed
by the Minisierial eandidate for the seat
who opened his address hy saying that
Le was enlirely opposed to the loan or

Do you ecall
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gift to the squatters. The Premier must
have felt small indeed. The Premier ex-
plained last night that he would accept
any stggestions for any alteration in the
agreement drawn up in conneetion with
the Ioan. T sugeest that he should alter
the provision by which Le gave nearly
the whole of the foreshore at Wyndham
to this eompany.

The Minister for Works: You do not
know anything about it

Mr. ROLTON: Probally I do not, but
L have tried to learn whalt T eonld from
different sources. T am not tied and
married to some of my officers, like some
Ministers who accept any statements their
ollicers make as gospel truth. Perhaps
the Minister will deny that within 50 or
60 vards of high water wark at Wynd-
ham there is o mountain or cliff, and that
enly aloug Lhis nacrow stretch between
the cliff and the shore can the township
extend, but that will be hlocked because
it is proposed to give this foreshore to
these meat kings, I happen to be in very
close toneh with the gentleman who took
the first herds there, and if the member
for York were in his place e would bear
me out if I mentioned the name. There
is another poini that was overlooked.
Surely there eculd be a better arrange-
ment ihan the appeal board, as I may
call it. that is te be appointed under the
agreement, with one member from the
freezing works company, one member
from the meat ring, which is the same
iling. and the Treasurer. I can imagine
the Treasurer in the hands of the other
two un the appeal hoard. I can just
imagine how he would fare when * the
jmajority decided against him wnder their
own agreemeni. That is another thing
thai eould be altered. I am satisfied that
it was well for 1he Siate that the
money  was not taken up by these
partienlar people to whom it was offered.
If there is money in this freezing and
eanning of beef for expart, those in-
ferested and having herds in the avea
will pul their money inte it and make a
splendid veturn,  On fhe other hand, if
that is not v eome about, let the Gov-
ernment erect and run their own freezers
and canning works Tor export, and the
coastal areas and the sonthern portlion
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of the State will be properly treated. -
instead of having to take what is now
known, after the inquiry and prosecu-
tions, as “chased beef.’”” Reference has
heen mutde to the Royal Commission of
one appointed to inguire into the ship-
pine combine, another ring that we have
in this State. Not much was said. not
much ean be said.  TFirst of all this
zentleman was zent o make inquirvies,
but they then discovered that he eould
nol make the inquiries as an inguiry
agent, 2o he was appointed a Roval Cow-
mwrssion in order that he cowld get the
information  the Government wanted.
But the Govermment chose the wrong
man,  Merely giving bim ihe title of
Roval Commissioner did not put ensugh
backbone into him te fizht the shipping
ring. Where is the report of that gentle-
man ! It is due to the House and to the
public generally to have his report made
known se that we max know what de-
cision was arrived at. There was a
paper lost which found its way into the
Press and created a furore. Tt was sup-
posed to have emanated from the ship-
ping ring themselves for this gentleman
fo present. As a matter nf fact we know
that it was not Mr. Sinclair’s report,
though very largely his report would
have heen drawn up from facts dedueted
from the shipping ring. There were ex-
tracts on which Mr. Sinclair would have
had to make his report. The people
want to know whether Mr. Sinclair’s re-

port has been fair to the State.  We
have no opportunity of saying ‘‘ves’

or ““no,”” becaunse the report has not seen
daxlight, hut T hope that it soon will, so
that some discussion ean take place on
it. The taxpavers have to pay for the
report, and if a Roval Commission was
needed why were not men appointed who
were able {o zet the information, and not
one man who has been connected with
ihe shipping people ever since he has
been in the State? I do not know
whether this censpiracy of silence on the
Governmeni side is to continue or not.

My. Hoplkins : There are not many sit-
ting nn vour side of the House.

Mr. BOLTON : T am content to do
without the applause of members on this
side. T am satisfied thexy are dning hetter
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work than being here applauding me.
Pechaps their applause will be united
when they return with an addition to
wur ranks. However, 1 hope the con-
spiracy of gilence iz not to rontinue, be-
eause there are many people in the Fre-
mantle distriet who have lteard the
rumour that there is sume trouble at the
bottem of the tanks in ihe treatment
works at Fremantle. This rameur is
maining wreund. and the people there are
anxious for some explanation from the
Minigter for Works. There is a member
in this Hoeuse in possession of foets of
eansiderable tmportance. He is not here
now to tell them: hut perhaps, if the
conspiracy  of silence is hroken nexi
woeek, we may have that hon. gentleman
explaining some things to the Minister
that should canse him to give some ex-
planation in reply.  Of course it is
anestionable whether the Premier will
allow the Minister to make any reply.
We know that if the Premier just winks
{0 his followers not to say anvthing they
keep ¢uiet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not make any refleetion like {hat.

Mr. BOLTOX: I did not know it was
a refleetion.  Nobody has spoken from
that side exeept the Premier. Ave we
to bob np one after unother on this side
of the House? If su, of course we ecan
do if. Recently a bridge has been half-
huilt across the Swan on the main road
from the port to the City. There has
been temporary bridge after temporary
bridge there. The old bridge. known to
most members, gnt into too bad a state
{o be used, so that a temporarv bridge
was constructed to last for a certain
time. Tt has lasted six limes as long as
that. Tt was intended to he a temporary
bridge for {wo vears, but it has
lasted as  such  for iwelve years.
And then a proposal was made to conneet
the North side of the viver with the Fre-
mantles by tram, and the eutting down
of the bridge. A certain sum of money
was given by the Governmenl to the
North Fremantle Council with which
ther were to do the work of cutting
down the bridge, the eouncil to provide
any further sum needed. On the eom-
pletion of the work the suggestion was



100 Address-in-Reply :

made to widen the structure and to make -

a velenlar bridge, fur the lower one
was unsafe for traificc I am going to
confess al onee that I was not present
al that pienie in a cab when avrange-
ments were made, g0 I ean assume a
zood deal; hot It appears that ofter
some correspondence a sum of £2,500
together with the old bridge were handed
over, T do not know o whom and no one
did know, and thar the work was to
be gone on with of widening the bridge.
It is eontended by some that an under-
tuking was entered into to complete the
work for £2,500. but T ain given to under-
stand that this is absolutely ineorreet,
and in saying this I amm empowered fo
voice the views of others.

The Minister for Works :
powered to do that ¢

Mr. BOLTON : The mayor of North
Fremantle empowered nme to state that
the rumounr was absolutely ineovreet.

Mr. Davies : 1 was there when the
agreement was made, and they guaran-
teed to do the work.

Mr. BOLTON: Do vou say they gnar-
anteed to do the worl?

Mr, Davies : Yoz

Mr. BOLTON: They knew very well
thal it waould bhe impossible to do the
work Tor £2,500, hut it was understond
thai they should do what thev could with

You are em-

the money ziven them, and then
should  Ioolk  ito  the Government
for an additional sum {0 complete
i. The member for South Fre-
mantle himself has exphliined to me

that it was well known the wark could
uwot be done for the money. Both the
Government and those who had to do
ihe work were fully aware that it would
he impassible (o build it for £2,500. but
it was thonght belter to make the best
use they conld of the amount and look
to the future to provide the balance. A
heard was appeinted to manage the ex-
penditure of this money. Previously to
this the ¢ouncil had entered into a tram-
way scheme on their own aceount, and
the cutting down of the bridge under
Governmenl supervision was taken in
hand. Tostead. however. of the North Fre-
mantle couneil doing the work, under the
supervision of the Government, a hoard
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was appeinted, and rather a big one.
What result was achieved either for Fre-
mantle or East Frewantle? YWhen the
hoard was crealed the North Fremantle
eouncil earvied a vesolution saying that
as the hoard was to have eontroi of the
funds they would have nothing to do with
it. The Bast Fremantle council carried
a similar, resolulion, yel we find that the
hoard was compoged of the mayors of
Fast Fremantle, North Fremautle, and
Fremantle, and one eouneiilor from each
nunicipality.  Nolhing has heen done on
the bridee for the past twao or three
months, and it is new in a half-finished
skate.  The brilge for (he vehienlar traffie
is pesifively dangerons, and the Minister
will hear me aut in this if ke obtains re-
peris from his responsible officers.

Tie Minisier for TWorks: Tt is not dan-
ZeTOUS.

Mr. BOLTON: It is not safe. Tt s in
a half-finished state, and already the sum
of £2.500 has been spent on if, and the
Government should have comnpleted the
work without all this delay. Supposing
the board had entered into an undertak-
ing to complete the job fhey would have
heen unable to do so, for, as the Minister
well knows, they would have no power
to horrow money with which to do the
work.  Again, the municipalities eannot
use their monev for the purpose of com-
pleting the work, so that the only alterna-
tive is for the Government In come to the
resene wifh the money and see that the
work is completed properly; why they
have not already done so is a mystery.

My, Gordon: The (Governmeni have
cenerally to pay for everything.

Mr. BOLTON: The hon. member's dis-
trict is eonnected with the City by a muel
betler hridge than ever was neross fhe
Fremantle "end of the river The only
thoroughfare between Fremantle and
Perth is the bridge to which T have jusl
referved, and yet the Government will not
take action to complete a decent one there
or even tn pay for a secondhand one. Tt
i n case of penny wise and pound
foolish to allow that work to stop as if
i~ at present, for there is timber lying
idle. the wark is held up. and ne advan-
lage ran he gained from the hridge for
the sake of the expenditure of another
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£2.500 or £3,000, or whatever is reguired
in complete the work, Surely this work
shonld be done. Nprth Iremantle
suffers considerably, hecause throngh that
town comes the principal traffic from the
pori (o the City. All the through heavy
tralfic goes over the roads in that munieci-
pality, and yet the North Fremantle
couneil have to maintain the road. not-
withstanding the faet that along the houn-
daries ‘for nore than half ihe distance nre
the Vniversity endowment grounds and
the railway reserve. No rates are col-
lected from either of . these propecties,
and, unfortunately, the municipality is
not paying their way. A few weeks ago
a considerable sum of money had to be
spent in order fo regrade the road so as
to assist in sewerage developtaent, and it
i= not right that they should be hampered
with (he trouble over a  hridge which
15 in a half finished state and at
present hung up, all for the expenditure
of a paltey £3.000 In the long run the
monev for this work must come from the
Treasury. [n the Speech the only refer-
ence (o the dock is in connection with
harbour improvements. Why was not a
fixed sum put down for the work of the
dock ¢

The Minister for Works: You have the
Loan Rill.

AMr. BOLTON : And there is a whisper
from a little bird that the sum of £50,000
is lo appear thereon for the dock. 1T
hope if sueh is the ease arrangements
will be made fo sirike it off the list alto-
wether, for it is nothing more than tiddly-
winking with the matter to place a sum
aof thai sort on the Loan Estimates ; it
would be of no use whatever. Tt is not
showing any sincerity with regard to the
carrying out of the work.

The Treasurer: Who is the little bird
that provided this information?

Mr. BOLTON : He will squeak later
on. H would be wise for the Minister also
in give an explanation as to whether the
Claremont lighting work is the success it
was fhought to he. There are also rum-
ours with regard to this work.

The Treasurer: Oh! rumours.

Mr. BOLTOXN: This is the place o
bring up rumours, so ihat they ean be
disproved, if antrue,
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Mr. Gorden: Bring faets.

Mr. BOLTON : T am of opinion that
this ramour will be proved to be correet.
There has heen a guod deal of discnssion
in the House and outside of it in regard
o this question, and not mueh satisfac-
tion has been fortheoming with regard lo
il. 1t would be well for the Minister,
withont wailing for a question, to make
a statemenl to the effeet that everything is
satisfaclory in eonnection with the light-
ing scheme. ¥f he dees Lhis i ean be
referred to ai a later date. I think he
will find ii very difficult to make such a
statement. .

The Minister for Works: The work is
perfectly satisfuelory. and has exceeded
expectations.

Mr. BOLTON: Then the expectations
must have heen very modest ones. Cer-
tainly it has not cume up to the expecta-
tions of most peaple.

The Minister for Works: You can find
what the expectations were hy referring
to Hansard.

My, BOLTON: During the recent elee-
tioneering campaign it was said by the
Minister for Mines that the Labour party
had made absurd statements as to sweai-
ing on the railways.  Mr. Gregory in re-
ferring to this said ihat bhe had made
careful inguiries.

M#. Gordon: He is not hear to answer
what vou say.

AMlv. BOLTON: And twenty men on
this side of the House intend to make it
lively for lim if he does come bhack. T
do nat think, however, he will ever appear
in thi= Chanber again. The Minister on
the oveasion 1o which T have referved
said he found that one old man had been
working for Gs. 6d. a day. This state-
meni of his has been published.  The
queslion has heen hefore the House, and
it has heen frequently said, both in the
House and in the country on the hustings,
that members consider 1s. an hour is the
lowest wage that should be paid to any
man i the service. Would it surprise
the Treasurer to know that, according to
the railway return presented to the House
this week. 328 men receive less than 8s.
a day. Not one of these men is a junior,
not one a wailer oy a conduetor, who are
paid lesser wages for a particular pur-
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pose, and yet 328 are receiving 6s. 6d.,
7s., and 7s, Gid, a day. In that number I
do ot inelunde 184 engine cleaners who
are paid less than 8s. a day, but who, I
bope, will soon receive that sum. Not-
withstanding these faets, when the House
is ¢losed, Ministers ave allowed to tour the
counlry in theiv motor cars, and say lhat
all the statements made in Parliament by
members of the Labour party to the
effeci that sweating is poing on in the
railways is bunkum, and thab after care-
ful inguiry it is found that only one old
man is in receipt of a wage less than 8s.
a day. A similar return was attached to
the veport of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways last yvear, and when the return was
held up to the Ministers in support of
the contention thai sweating was going
on, they were silent. The same veturn
is provided this year, and gives the
fizures T have just quoted. Terhaps now
Ministers will readily admit that 328 men
are working in the railways for less than
8s. a day. Possibly they will not mind
admitting it now, for there is not an elec-
tion in sight so far as they know, While
the revenne is falling off and there is
great retrenehment taking place, a grow-
ing tendency is exhibited to dismiss or
retreneh men from certain positions and
to re-employ them. This has led to a
deal of dissatisfaetion. This aceounts
for the very large increase according to
the official return of what is known as
“casuals” who are taking the place of the
permanent hands. Tn these cases where
men have been retrenched they are at
{imes re-employed at a lesser wage. By
this means the serviece of the hands is
broken, and they lose the privileges they
would be entitled to reeeive owing to their
previons years of serviee. This is a most
despicable practice for any Commissioner
o adopt, and it is more despicable even
for the Minister to agree to such a
proposal, Well, Mr. Gregory has
been the Minister for Railways, and
that is tlte cause of the trouble.
Nu fewer than 300 men have been re-
trenched from the workshops, and there
have bheen employed 244 ecasnal hands.
The position is that the same men go
back to the work. I know of cases of
men living in North Fremantle who in-
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stead of being transferred from one
branel to another were given notice of
dismissal. I remember a specific instance
of six men receiving notice. They went
to see (he Commissioner, or one of his
officers, and tried hacd (o gel employ-
went again. Oune of these men had been
only 14 years in the service, while the
mati wha had seen the least service had
been in Ihe depariment for nine years,
They werg, however, turned out on the
world, as they were no longer rveguired.
Later on thev were told they would be
re-emploved. They asked that if re-em-
ploved their time in the service should
eount, so that they should not have broken
sarvice, and they were verbally told that
their thne would not be considered as
hroken, hut would be looked upon as
censtant service. They went away and
were then drafted one by one on the
permanent way in different centres. It
was not long, however, hefore most of
Ihem were again walking about the City
out of wark. They went to the new
work for a week or two, and were then
told by the ganger in charge—some small
finpot individual—that thetr services
were no longer required. TUnder the
rules those gangers have no power to
dismiss or to take on hands, and it shows
the nnfair treatment which was meted
oul to these men. that instead of being
iransferred from one deparfment to an-
other, they were dismissed for only two
or three days so that they should
lose the privileges which they had gained
by their long and faithful terms
of service, After a while they were
arain given the “sack ¥ by a ganger,
Tt is mosl unfair treatment, hut it goes
fo show how it is there are 50 many more
casnal employees to-day than there were
last wvear. and fewer on the permanent
staff. T should think that the Tender
Board and other departments had had
enongh of easual hands. Even in the

‘workshops it is far better to have ex-

perieneed men, men who are permanent
hands, than to make continnal changes,
and ton have the easual hands learning
what the ather fellow knew. Scme of
these easnal hands have had nine or ten
vears® service, sometimes in different de-
partments. and il is nal vight for the de-
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partment o take advantage of these men
and deprive them of privileges which are
aceorded to the permanent hands. T
hope that one of the Ministers will diveet
the notice of the Attorney General to
the statement made by the member for
Pilbara. who stated thai the gentleman
who has cceupied the position of mayor
of Midland Junetion, voted at ihe Pil-
bara eleetion. 1t will be a peculiar
thing if, when a reply is given to gues-
tions that were asked by a member of
this side of the House, as to prosecu-
tions that will take place in the cases of
{hase who illegally voted in the last Men-
zies cleetion, the name of the gentleman
who occupies the position of mayor of
Midland Junetiom is not included. If
what was said about the mayor of Mid-
land Junction is irue, he should be pro-

secuted with the rest, hecause the
Judge's ruling as to habitation will
apply in his case, as his place of

residence was Midland Junction. If the
Government are not going to answer
these charzes, thev can have half a dozen
Roval Commissions to inquire into them.
The statement which came from the
member for Filbara is one that the Gov-
ernment dare noi let slip by without
notiee. The Chief Electoral Officer will
know through the Press of the state-
ments that have been made, and he will
know what cowrse to follow. 1Vhile on
the subject of the Chief Elecioral Officer
I can compliment him on the work he
hias done sinee he has taken over the con-
trel of the Flectoral Department. He
brought the rolls into a state of as near
perfection as possible. They were a
eredit to him, and to those whe were em-
ploved under him, and he must be proud
to know that there were electorates
wherein votes were recorded to the ex-
tent of 80 per cent. of the voters of the
roll.  Not quite so much was said this
time in the form of a whine and ecry
about Federation. I just want fo point
to two things, which ii would be well
for the MMlnisters, anti-labourites as
they are and always will be, to re-
member, that the Federal Labour party
has done more for Western Amnstralia
than any other party. Sir John Forresi’s
party, the State “‘Frights’' partv or any

(3)
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other party that has been in existence.
In the new Federal Ministry which was
formed only a day or (wo ago, two port-
folios have been allotted to representa-
tives of Western Australia. No other
party in the Federal Parliament were
able to do this. 1 take it now that it
will not be necessary to submit tuv this
House the vesolutions which were earried
at the Conference of Premiers. If they
are presented, [ think they will not be
weleomed with that smile even by Mini-
sters, that would have heen the case if
the new Iederal Ministry had been
differently formed. As Western Austra-
lia has two Ministers in the new Cabinet,
it shows that the Labour party have done
well by Western Australia. At the
Federal Labour Congress held recently,
the financial propesals were gone info
thoroughly, and it was conclusively
preved even to the Ministers, that there
were amongst the members of that con-
gress sufficient brains to tackle the finan-
cial problems. A suggestion was adopted
by congress, but if got no furiher.
It was the best suggestion financially
that Western Australia has ever had,
and 1 would point out, now that the
Labour Government is formed in the
Federal House, that when the financial
problem is being diseussed in Par-
limment as it was in  that Con-
gress, and adopted by Congress, the
Labour Government being new in puawer,
it 3s more than probable that such finan-
cial proposals will emanate from (hose
pecple as will suit this State. I do
not believe in Unification, although I
admit we are being driven to it by the
present Government’s conservative
methods. T still have this to remember,
that after all the Premiers’ Conferences
and all the pleasure trips, nothing has
vet been suggested that can equal ihe
suggestion of the Labour Congress to
keep the finances of Western Australia
in their proper State.

The Treasurer : You have not studied
the position.

Mr. BOLTON: I ean understand this
that all the Premiers who attended this
conference are all anti-labour; and be-
ranse thev are anti-labour it necessarily
follows that they would hardly accept
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the proposals of a Government thai was
admittedly kept in power by the Labour
party. In view of that faet, they may
speculate as to what this Labour Gov-
ernment may propose for Western Aus-
tralia. I am prepared now to leave in
their hands the destiny of the finances
believing that a fair deal will be given
to Western Australia ; and if it eomes
to Unification or Federal rule I consider
we shall be better governed by that same
party than by the present State Govern-
ment.

On motion hy Mr. Ware debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 10.10 p.m.

Legistative Council,
Tuesday, 17th November, 1908.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair af
430 p.m., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, ‘‘Elee-
fural Aet, 1907.7"—Rules of the Court
of Dispuled Returns. 2, Report of the
Chief Harbour Master for year ended
30th June, 1908. 3, ‘‘Roads Act, 1902.”
—By-laws of the following Road
Boards: (a) Toodyay; (b) Melville; (e}
Ashburton; (d) Upper Gaseoyne. 4,
Goldfields Water Supply.—Balance Sheet
for year ended 30th June, 1908. 3, Gov-
ernment  Savings  Bank.—Report for
1608, G, ““Audit Aet, 1904.7°——(a)
Orders in Couneil noder Seetion 35: (D)

[COUNCIL.)

Corouation Pichure.
Amendments to Regulations. 7, Lands
Depariment.—Report for 1907-8. 8,

Government  Savings  Bank.—Aunual
Balanee Sheet, ete., for 1908. 9, Report
of the Buperintendent of Public Chari-
ties and Inspector of Industrial and Re-
formaiory Sechools for 1907. 1¢, Land
Titles Department—Report for 1907-8.

CORONATION PICTURE, A GIFT.

The PRESIDENT (Hon. H. Briggs):
On the opening day of the session Sir
Edward Stone, the Lieutenant Governor,
expressed a desire to present an histori-
cal engraving te the Council, and I
ventured to promise on your behalf a
thankfol aceeptance of sueh a generons
gift. Your pleasure will be inereased
when you hear from Sir Edward’s letter
the interesting and kindly feelings which
prompted his graceful act.

Perth, 16th November, 1908.

My dear Mr. President,—I have
mueh pleasure in presenting {o the
Legislative Couneil a subseription
print etching of the Coronation of
H.M. King Edward VIL, after the
Siate picture painted by Edwin A.
Abbey, R.A. Tt is particularly grati-
fving to me to be able to do this. in
view of my association with the old
Council as Clerk, and afterwards ns a
ngminee member, Believe me, sincere-
Iy yours, (signed) E. A. STONE,

The Hon. H. Briggs, President Leg-

islative Couneil.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): I may be permitted on
behalf of this House to express our
thanks to the' Lieutenant Governor fo.
the handsome gift of the historical pie-
ture, and I have mueh pleasure in mov.
ing that the President be requested to
write to the Lieutenant Governor express-
ing the thanks of this House for the
gift of the picture representing the Cor
onation of His Majesty, Kine Edwav
VIT.

Hon, 0. RAXDELL (Metropolifan) -
T have mueh pleasere in seconding the
mation, It comes with peculiar pleasure
for me to bhe able to do this, in view
of my old assoeiations with His Exeel-



